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Authentura Announced as 
Winners of IDEAFEST 2022 

Shlok Maheshwari, a BA 

Entrepreneurship student, was chosen 

as the winner of the IDEAFEST Student 

Business Idea Competition 2022 and 

awarded £1,000 for his cyber security 

business idea Authentura. 

The IDEAFEST Final was held on 27 April 2022, with five 

competing teams pitching their business idea to a large audience. 

The judging panel of entrepreneurs, academics and past 

IDEAFEST winners considered each presentation before selecting 

Authentura, led by Shlok and supported by BSc Computer Science 

students Sebasteyn Morris and Samuel Boyden, as the winner. 

Shlok Maheshwari, Sebasteyn Morris and Samuel Boyden celebrating 

 

The second place award of £500 went to BSc Real Estate student 

Kolatat Phaiboonnukulkij. His business idea was Aquaverticalis, a 

vertical garden façade that fits to the external walls of buildings 

and uses phytoremediation to cleanse water waste and air 

pollution. 

The £250 third place prize was presented to Cassandra Renaut, a 

Master of Business Administration student. Cassandra’s business 

idea was Insight Ed, a platform to connect young people to 

businesses through business boot camps. 

In addition to earning second place, Aquaverticalis was selected 

as the winner of two additional categories. The idea was chosen 

as the Best Innovative Business Idea, with a prize of £1,000 and 

the Best Business Idea for China, with a £3,000 bursary. 

All finalist were also granted professional mentoring to develop 

their business ideas, a copy of ‘Little Wins: The Huge Power of 

Thinking Like a Toddler’ by Ella’s Kitchen founder Paul Lindley and 

a place on the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2022. 

The other finalists were BA Accounting and Business student 

Shreya Tiwari and MSc Entrepreneurship student Thatchaphol 

Tiranaprakit. Shreya’s idea was SalonSurf, an app to allow 

customers to easily book salon appointments, and Thatchaphol 

entered with CheckL, a technology start-up that tests the graphic 

software skills of job applicants to help companies find the best 

possible candidate. 

“IDEAFEST was a good way to develop and 

explore the possibilities of building a 

business idea. Winning just made it all the 

sweeter.” 

Shlok Maheshwari, IDEAFEST 2022 Winner 

IDEAFEST is sponsored by HCfE, Josh Moden (co-founder of 

CryptoBusy), Stefano Ciampolini (Managing Partner of Healthcare 

Capital Partners) and Savio Kwan (former President and COO of 

Alibaba). 
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Henley Summer Start-Up 
Boot Camp 2022 Opens 
for Applications 

HCfE’s annual Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp, 

a hands-on, week-long course to help students, 

alumni and local budding entrepreneurs learn how 

to set up a business from scratch, has opened for 

applications in 2022. 

The Boot Camp will be held online between 20-24 June 2022 

from 10:00am to 4:00pm. It is free to attend and led by the Rebel 

Business School, who cover everything from building a website to 

generating sales. Rather than the traditional route of loaning 

money and creating a business plan, the Boot Camp focuses on 

how to make sales with minimal budget. 

Places on the Boot Camp are highly sought after, with more than 

100 applications for a space every year. To register your interest, 

fill out the expression of interest form here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-

camp-2022-tickets-269082622367  

Students Build Business 
Ideas at Entrepreneurship 
Vibes 2022 
Dr Lebene Soga led HCfE’s annual Entrepreneurship Vibes 2022 

event, now expanded into a week-long entrepreneurial journey, 

for students to create their own business ideas. 

Entrepreneurship Vibes was held between 14-18 February 2022, 

rather than as a single day event like in years past, and was 

incorporated into the undergraduate curriculum. More than 340 

students attended the launch and were inspired by talks from 

HCfE’s Academic Director, Professor Andrew Godley, and 

Executive Director, Jurek Sikorski. 

Dr Lebene Soga presenting at Entrepreneurship Vibes 2022  

 

Professor Godley’s speech opened the event and challenged 

students to take up all the opportunities available to them at 

HCfE. Jurek followed up by introducing students to the vast array 

of resources, opportunities and programmes on offer to them, 

with a call to action encouraging them to get involved. 

Students were then put into groups and challenged to develop 

business ideas that would solve real world problems. With Vibes 

coaches available to support the teams, a total of 92 business 

ideas were presented, with the top five teams winning vouchers 

as prizes. 

Both Jurek and Professor Godley were part of the judging panel, 

along with Professor Peter Miskell and Dr Andrew Hull. The 

winning students were Ines Zhu (BSc International Business and 

Management with a Modern Language), Kyriakos Flouros (BSc 

Business and Management), Callum Colla (BSc International 

Business and Management), Nickhaal Vijeyakumar (BSc Business 

and Management) and Tsz Ho Jordan Tong (BSc Business and 

Management, Marketing) on Team 29, who designed a special 

flask that prevented spillage of its fluid contents while also 

regulating the internal temperature. 

“Vibes is unique in the students’ calendar. It 

energises the students and helps build the 

entrepreneurial mindset that employers are 

looking for. This year’s programme has 

been a big success and I am thankful for the 

high level of commitment from our 

students.” 

Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship and Leadership 

Read the full news release on our website: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-vibes-

2022-draws-students-into-entrepreneurship-journey  

Henley Greenshoots Seed 
Finance Award Scheme 
2022 Opens for Entries 

HCfE’s annual Henley Greenshoots Seed 

Finance Award Scheme has opened for 

applications in 2022, with awards of up to 

£1,250 on offer to students or recent 

alumni looking to grow a newly started business.  

Greenshoots is targeted at current University of Reading and 

Henley Business School students or graduates from 2021 or later 

that have launched their businesses since 2019 and are looking to 

scale up. Funding is granted to founders who can show potential 

to develop their businesses further and entries are particularly 

encouraged if the business founder has occupied the 

Entrepreneurship Hub or participated in the IDEAFEST Student 

Business Idea Competition, the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot 

Camp or the Applied Entrepreneurship module. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2022-tickets-269082622367
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2022-tickets-269082622367
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-vibes-2022-draws-students-into-entrepreneurship-journey
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-vibes-2022-draws-students-into-entrepreneurship-journey


Henley Centre for Entrepreneurship 

©Henley Business School, September 2021 3 

Greenshoots applications close on 30 May 2022. Find out more 

about the Greenshoots eligibility criteria and download the 

application form here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/h

enley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme  

Entrepreneurship Society 
Inspires Students with 
Flagship Conference 2022 

HCfE’s student led 

Entrepreneurship Society 

successfully led their annual 

Flagship Conference event on 23 February 2022 in front of an 

audience of dozens of students. 

Shlok Maheshwari, the Entrepreneurship Society President, 

opened the event with the rest of the society’s committee and 

introduced the numerous experienced business leaders invited 

from across the Thames Valley as guest speakers. Emma Jones 

CBE, founder of Enterprise Nation, gave the opening keynote 

speech about the rise of the side hustle and her personal journey 

when setting up Enterprise Nation, going onto share her tips on 

securing funding and the importance of a supportive network. 

Entrepreneurship Society committee and guest speakers 

 

The other guest speakers also left a big impression with their 

stories behind how they started their entrepreneurial career. 

Frankie Fox (co-founder of The Foraging Fox and foodloop.earth) 

highlighted the importance for a business to know when to pivot 

and working with purpose, Xavier Warburton (founder and CEO 

of Sentz) explained how his company differentiated itself from 

the competition through marketing and Harry Kimberley-Bowen 

(co-founder of SpaceBands) noted the importance of working out 

new opportunities to expand by creating new products and 

working out an existing product’s ‘end date’. 

After a lunch break, where the students in the audience were 

treated to free pizza, the conference resumed with talks by 

Simon Kingsnorth (founder of Simon Kingsnorth Consultancy), 

Bruce Bratley (founder of First Mile Limited) and Charlie Rosier 

(co-founder of Babbu). Simon focused on how entrepreneurs 

benefitted from continual learning and networking, Bruce 

discussed the necessity for businesses to contribute to a 

sustainable circular economy and Charlie offered her insights into 

the rapid growth of the ed-tech sector. 

The conference ended with a closing keynote speech by Alex 

Tatham, Managing Director of Westcoast. Alex shared how 

Westcoast had grown to become the largest privately owned 

business in the Thames Valley, turning over £3.6b in revenue in 

2021, and how Westcoast’s sales of cloud services to large 

organisations are just the tip of the iceberg, with the future of 

devices including smart glasses, foldable tech, the metaverse and 

more. 

“It was an honour to organise and host the 

Flagship Conference of the Reading 

Entrepreneurship Society. The learnings and 

lessons shared by industry leaders coming in 

from different sectors has broadened the 

perspective and vision for young 

entrepreneurs.” 

Shlok Maheshwari, Entrepreneurship Society President 

Read the full news release on our website: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-

society-flagship-conference-2022-inspires-students-to-launch-

their-own-businesses  

HCfE Mentors Students to 
Young Entrepreneurs 
Scheme 2021 Final 
With the support and mentoring of HCfE Executive Director 

Jurek Sikorski, Entrepreneur in Residence William Kilgallon and 

colleagues in the Knowledge Transfer Centre, two University of 

Reading teams entered the Young Entrepreneurs Scheme (YES) 

2021 competition, with one winning a coveted spot in the 

national final. 

Team StalaCro consisted of Claudia Aguguo, Ahmad 

Abdullrahman, Nikoleta Vavouraki and Ilay Turkmen, all students 

from the University of Reading’s School of Chemistry, Food and 

Pharmacy. They came up with the idea of developing 

microneedles as an alternative to the current subcutaneous 

injectables for the management of obesity. This would eliminate 

the need for injections or oral administration and potentially 

address the 10k hospital appointments and 200 medical 

conditions caused by obesity.  

At the YES 2021 Final, held on 21 January 2022, Team StalaCro 

were selected for the Biotechnology category and competed to 

win a share of the £15k prize fund. The Final was closely 

contested and in the end the award went to Team Aequita from 

the University of Oxford. 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/henley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/henley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-society-flagship-conference-2022-inspires-students-to-launch-their-own-businesses
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-society-flagship-conference-2022-inspires-students-to-launch-their-own-businesses
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2022/entrepreneurship-society-flagship-conference-2022-inspires-students-to-launch-their-own-businesses
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The aim of YES is to raise awareness of how ideas can be 

commercialised among PhD students, postdoctoral fellows and 

research staff, offering them a chance to develop their faux 

business plans even without prior business training or 

experience. Utilising innovative science and engineering to 

address societal challenges, competing teams develop a business 

plan for a start-up company based on a hypothetical but plausible 

idea during an intense three-day workshop to hone develop their 

concept and gain valuable insights into commercialisation.  

Students from the University of Reading have a history of success 

in YES Finals. In 2017 Team Alauna Diagnostics won the Best 

Healthcare Business Plan category and in 2018 Team Moofree 

won the Environment category.  

More details about the YES 2021 Final can be found on the YES 

website: http://www.yescompetitions.co.uk/  

HCfE Partners with 
ConnectTVT for Festival of 
Digital Disruption 2021 

 

A total of 28 entrepreneurs across sectors ranging from health 

and wellbeing to technology and ecommerce were invited to 

share their business insights with students at the annual Festival 

of Digital Disruption (FoDD) 2021, led by ConnectTVT in 

partnership with HCfE. 

The FoDD is a networking event that encourages participants, 

especially students, to consider careers or begin building a 

business in the creative, digital and tech sectors. It was held over 

18-22 October 2022 and several Henley Business School students 

were part of the audience to hear the stories of successful 

entrepreneurs first-hand. 

Some students were even lucky enough to get the chance to 

interview the entrepreneurs, hearing about their experiences 

first-hand and receiving tips for starting their own businesses. 

With the speakers coming from a wide range of backgrounds, 

students were also absorbed what their individual stories on 

what inspired their entrepreneurial ventures and the challenges 

they faced as part of their journey.  

“The FoDD gave me the opportunity to learn 

and interact with founders who are so 

unique with their approach and dedicated 

to serving society. My view on what 

entrepreneurship entails has widened and 

I’ll definitely incorporate the lessons in my 

own entrepreneurial journey.” 

Shlok Maheshwari, BA Business and Management Student 

The full news release can be found on the Henley Business School 

website here: https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/students-

inspired-by-entrepreneurs-at-festival-of-digital-disruption-2021  

HCfE Sponsors Launch of 
Thames Valley Game 
Changers 2022 
On 24 March 2022 HCfE sponsored the Thames Valley Game 

Changers 2022 launch event, hosted by ConnectTVT founder 

Louize Clarke. 

The Thames Valley Game Changers awards were set up to 

celebrate the early-stage technology companies in the region that 

are highly innovative in their sector. The launch event was held at 

the Curious Lounge in Reading and attracted a wide ranging 

audience, including several of the 2021 Game Changers and a mix 

of students and other young entrepreneurs. 

Attendees at the Thames Valley Game Changers 2022 launch event 

 

As part of the event, members of Henley Business School faculty 

and students from the University of Reading’s Entrepreneurship 

Society got the chance to hear about the plans for Game 

Changers 2022 and the other activities ConnectTVT had lined up. 

They also enjoyed an informal drinks gathering at the end of the 

event to network with local companies. 

“It was fantastic to finally get some of the 

2021 Game Changers, our partners and 

students together. These events are always 

invaluable opportunities for students to 

meet start-ups and scale-ups from the 

Thames Valley.” 

Louize Clarke, founder of ConnectTVT 

http://www.yescompetitions.co.uk/
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/students-inspired-by-entrepreneurs-at-festival-of-digital-disruption-2021
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/students-inspired-by-entrepreneurs-at-festival-of-digital-disruption-2021
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For more details about the Thames Valley Game Changers, visit 

their website: https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/gamechangers  

Henley Business School 
Students Lead Interviews 
for Connect Talks 
On 10 March 2022 a group of Henley Business School students 

delivered a series of interviews with local entrepreneurs and 

business leaders as part of the Connect Talks events led by 

ConnectTVT, in partnership with HCfE.  

The Connect Talks event, held both online and in person at the 

Curious Lounge in Reading, attracted an audience of more than 

40 students. The event’s aim is for students to find out first-hand 

how entrepreneurs build their businesses and gain insights into 

the real world of start-ups and a select few students were chosen 

to interview four business leaders in fields ranging from 

aerospace to food and beverages. 

Henley Business School students interviewing entrepreneurs 

 

Each speaker opened up about their entrepreneurship journey 

with the interviewing students. The first speaker was Matt 

Stokes, the CEO and co-founder of aerospace company Magdrive, 

who shared his perspective on fundraising and his plans for 

future growth at Harwell Science and Innovation Campus.  

Next up was Zoe Bucknell, co-founder of governance software 

firm Kuberno. Rather than focusing on bureaucracy, Zoe shared 

case studies of companies such as Enron where their failures 

exemplified the importance of good governance.  

Jennifer Manson, the CEO and co-founder of microblogging social 

networking platform Podium Networks, then spoke about the 

business’ approach to restoring trust and accountability to the 

internet. She focused on user safety, advertising, data protection 

and digital identity, outlining how they could be governed by 

social media outlets in a more ethical way. 

The final speaker was Pete Lumber, founder of 137 Distillery. 

Pete explored his personal background to becoming an 

entrepreneur, sharing the story of how he started as a floor fitter 

and recovered from a broken back before buying his first pub and 

setting up a restaurant. 

“It was great to see students interact with 

entrepreneurs at the 2022 Connect Talks. I 

was particularly pleased to see some great 

engagement from our students despite the 

hybrid nature of this year’s programme.” 

Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship and Leadership 

To stay up to date with the full range of events hosted by the 

Curious Longe, visit their event page: 

https://www.thecuriouslounge.co.uk/learn  

Professor Andrew Godley 
Delivers Henley 
Challenges Seminar 
On 10 November 2021 Professor Andrew Godley, HCfE’s 

Academic Director, led a Henley Challenges webinar to Henley 

Business School faculty and visiting academics from partner 

institutions.  

Established in 2020, Henley Challenges is a series of multi-day 

webinars with the aim of encouraging academics to work in 

groups as a means to explore the assigned topic in more depth. 

The academics then get a chance to present back to the group, 

sharing their unique insights. 

Professor Andrew Godley presenting at the Henley Challenges webinar 

 

Professor Godley’s presentation focused on how to teach 

entrepreneurship. He highlighted that entrepreneurship was 

previously taught in a very linear way, from business idea to 

selling or exiting, but it now reflects insight into an opportunity, 

overcoming uncertainty and obstacles by pivoting through 

learning faster. 

“Entrepreneurs starting up a business have 

to have an approach that is all about 

learning. This lean start-up method is trying 

to get entrepreneurs away from the linear 

process of starting a business and be 

https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/gamechangers
https://www.thecuriouslounge.co.uk/learn
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deliberate about learning through 

experiments.” 

Professor Andrew Godley, Academic Director of HCfE 

The challenge that was set to the assembled academics was to 

find a local small business or social enterprise and explore 

whether and how that enterprise could enhance its societal 

impact through pivoting. Chike Maduegbuna, the CEO of Afrinolly 

in Nigeria, served as a case study of the potential benefits of 

pivoting for social impact, describing how he’d pivoted his 

business from a business skills subscription library to a training 

centre for the Nigerian film industry and again to a large reality 

TV show producer. 

Dr Lebene Soga Wins 
Teaching Excellence 
Award 
On 27 April 2022 Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship 

and Leadership, was selected by Reading University Students’ 

Union (RUSU) as the winner of the Teaching Excellence Award 

for Henley Business School. 

In their nominations, students highlighted how Dr Soga’s 

positivity and motivational style of teaching encouraged them to 

reach new heights. Several students also mentioned his kindness 

and support if they experienced any issues and his ability to 

engage them in his lectures and seminars by making them highly 

interactive. 

“I have never met a lecturer who is so 

passionate about his teachings. He made 

the classes very interactive. The fact that he 

learnt and remembered all the students 

names in such a short amount of time says 

everything about the kind of lecturer he is. 

He made us all feel comfortable and the 

support he provided us was unmatched.” 

Anonymous student nomination for Lebene Soga’s RUSU 

Teaching Excellence Award 2022 

The awards are issued to every department across the University 

of Reading and the academics are all nominated by students in 

celebration of the teaching innovation and effort that members 

of faculty put in. This is Dr Soga’s third time winning the award, 

having previously been selected in both 2019 and 2021. 

The full list of winners is available on the RUSU website: 

https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/excellence-award-

winners/  

HCfE and Biz Utd Plan 
Brittelstand Breakfast 
Briefings 
HCfE, in partnership with Biz Utd, has embarked on a plan to 

launch a series of breakfast briefings for leaders of Thames 

Valley Brittelstand businesses. 

The first breakfast briefing is to focus on the topic of the impact 

of climate change. The keynote speaker will be David Legg, 

Regional Manager of London and South East area at Innovate UK. 

In tandem with the announcement on the Brittelstand Breakfast 

briefings, Alok Sharma, MP for Reading West and President of the 

COP26 environmental summit in October 2021, recorded a 

message outlining the importance of reaching net zero emissions 

by 2050. In his message Alok discussed the role that UK SMEs 

play, with the low carbon economy now worth £200b annually. 

Companies are invited to share their thoughts and experiences of 

some of the key issues facing businesses. These include the 

effects of climate change on agriculture and other sectors, the 

challenges of energy generation, consumption and distribution, 

utilising artificial intelligence and the changes of consumer 

behaviour resulting in growing markets (e.g. transport, 

construction and waste treatment). 

HCfE has worked together with Biz Utd to deliver previous 

Brittelstand events. The two most notable were the Brittelstand 

Symposiums of 2018 and 2019, which were attended by more 

than 100 business leaders across the Thames Valley to discuss 

topics ranging from digital transformation to leadership 

strategies. 

Dr Lebene Soga Launches 
Creative Spark Georgia 
Project Research Group 
On 16 December 2021 Dr Lebene Soga launched the newly 

formed Henley-BTU Joint Advisory Research Group as part of 

HCfE’s involvement in the ongoing Creative Spark Georgia 

Project, led by the British Council. 

The Joint Advisory Research Group was formed to facilitate 

international collaborative research between Henley Business 

School and the Business and Technology University in Tbilisi, 

Georgia. The group seeks to engage in research that promotes 

entrepreneurial businesses in both the UK and Georgia, deepen 

student engagement with the practice of entrepreneurship in 

both countries and provide opportunities for student 

entrepreneurs to engage in cross-border partnerships. 

https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/excellence-award-winners/
https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/excellence-award-winners/
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Dr Soga is the chair of the Joint Advisory Research Group, with 

Kesi Katsitadze the co-chair from the Business Technology 

University. In addition to Dr Soga, HCfE faculty members Dr Anlan 

Chen and Dr Yemisi Bolade-Ogunfodun are both research leads 

for the project. 

Kesi Katsitadze, Creative Spark Georgia Joint Research Advisory Group 

 

The activities of the group aim for research insights on the 

entrepreneurial knowledge gaps for accessing international 

markets and cross-border collaborations among student 

entrepreneurs in both UK and Georgia. 

The other members of the Joint Advisory Research Group are Rita 

Nasr (research support officer, UK), Tamar Japaridze (research 

lead, Georgia), Ms Annie Vashakmadze (research lead, Georgia) 

and Mariam Lashki (research lead, Georgia). Working together, 

the group’s research activities will explore cross-border 

collaborations among student entrepreneurs in both the UK and 

Georgia and the entrepreneurial knowledge gaps for accessing 

international markets. 

Harrison Clark Rickerbys 
Joins as Sponsor of 
Henley Business Angels 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) has 

entered a new partnership with 

leading international law firm Harrison 

Clark Rickerbys (HCR) to sponsor HBA’s 

efforts to support entrepreneurs across the Thames Valley who 

have launched businesses and are pitching to HBA for seed 

finance. 

The sponsorship deal will see HBA and HCR working closely 

together, with HCR attending the quarterly pitch events and 

Investment Readiness Workshops to offer advice and guidance to 

entrepreneurs seeking to raise funds. 

HCR’s lawyers and solicitors have a range of expertise in 

supporting both large corporations and early-stage businesses 

that are growing rapidly, covering everything from banking and 

finance to intellectual property and expanding internationally. 

“With HCR’s direct involvement we aim to 

continue building an angel network that will 

invest in more businesses and help an 

increased number of entrepreneurs achieve 

their growth ambitions.” 

Jurek Sikorski, Director of Henley Business Angels 

Further details about HCR’s engagement with HBA and the wider 

Thames Valley area can be found here: 

https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HUNX-3U669B-C76UL-

1/c.aspx  

Henley Business Angels is sponsored by Barclays and Harrison 

Clark Rickerbys. 

    

Henley Business Angels 
Engage Gareth Hawkins as 
Director 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) has 

engaged Gareth Hawkins, the Principal 

Consultant at Enterprise Insights Ltd, 

as a Director to join the board and 

support the network’s continuing growth. 

Gareth’s responsibilities include networking with prospective 

members and sponsors, engaging with the existing membership 

and developing a strategic growth plan. In addition to being an 

active member of HBA’s board, he also chairs the quarterly 

Company Presentations events. 

Gareth Hawkins, Director of Henley Business Angels 

 

https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HUNX-3U669B-C76UL-1/c.aspx
https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HUNX-3U669B-C76UL-1/c.aspx
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“I was keen join a group of experienced 

business angels with healthy, curated 

dealflow of nascent tech companies serving 

unmet market needs. I was attracted by the 

quality of HBA’s process for selecting 

companies to pitch from those whom apply 

and the sensible conversion metrics so far 

achieved, approaching £2m invested in the 

five years since HBA’s inception. I’m very 

much looking forward to contributing to 

HBA's continued growth and success.” 

Gareth Hawkins, HBA Director 

Gareth has a background as an experienced business leader, 

angel investor and coach. He supports a wide range of scale-up 

businesses to help them achieve sustainable growth, secure 

investment and reach their full potential. Prior to setting up 

Enterprise Insights, Gareth advised and freelanced for several 

businesses and was Managing Director at Weldability Sif. 

Henley Business Angels 
Members Invest in Seven 
Businesses 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) is 

pleased to announce that its members 

have recently invested in seven new 

companies that pitched at one of the 

Company Presentations events over the last year. 

Traced, a SaaS company that delivers cybersecurity powered by 

artificial intelligence for mobile devices, thus protecting 

businesses from data breaches, has received investment from 

HBA members that contributed to a total funding round of £400k. 

 

“As mobile-targeted cyber threats abound, 

businesses are left exposed to the risks of 

cyberattacks and data breaches. This 

investment, combined with the wealth of 

expertise that our new angel investors bring 

to the team, will enable us to achieve our 

mission to protect more businesses.” 

Benedict Jones, co-founder, CEO and Director of Traced 

ape2o, a company that is looking to eradicate bottled water 

waste by setting up a network of sophisticated vending machines 

for ‘on the go’ customers, has received investment from HBA 

members. 

 

“It has been a great pleasure to pitch to 

Henley Business Angels and be connected 

with angel investors that see the potential 

in backing a mission focused business like 

ape2o. We look forward to showing 

consumers across the UK that they now 

have a more affordable and sustainable 

alternative to getting pure water on the go, 

without the use of plastic bottles.” 

Anthony Newman, founder and CEO of ape2o 

Scalpel, a healthcare services company that automates surgical 

protocols using sensor-driven event detection technology, has 

received investment from multiple HBA members as part of their 

Pre-Series A funding round. 

 

“We are excited to work with strategic 

investors who can support the business 

beyond just cash.” 

Dr Yesh Pulijala, co-founder and CEO of Scalpel 

Fox Robotics, an agritech company specialising in the 

development, manufacture and sale of autonomous robots in 

agriculture, has received investment from HBA members and 

guests. 

 

“It has been an incredible and successful 

experience to have worked closely with 

Henley Business Angels. We are incredibly 

pleased to have had such significant interest 

from several angels who genuinely 

understand and admire the work that we 

are doing.” 

Alejandra Acevedo, Business Development Manager of Fox Robotics 

Babbu, an early development ed-tech company that has launched 

an online nursery app to support the parents and guardians of 

children under five years old, has received investment from HBA 

members. 
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“We are delighted to have closed this 

investment and be supported on our 

mission to make a real difference, by 

focusing on our youngest children. We 

believe we can have a truly 

transformational impact on society.” 

Charlie Rosier, co-founder and CEO of Babbu 

SpaceBands, a wearable technology company that makes 

workplaces safer by tracking social distancing, decibel levels and 

more, has received investment from HBA members towards a 

funding round of £600k. 

 

“The world is becoming proactive to safety 

procedures rather than upholding the 

reactive norm and businesses want to be 

prepared for the dangers that are on the 

horizon. SpaceBands protects staff and 

keeps businesses’ doors open at a price 

point that is currently unrivalled in the 

market. We are very excited about what the 

future holds for our company.” 

Ronan Finnegan, co-founder and CEO of SpaceBands 

Tonic Health, a natural healthcare company that has created a 

drink that fuels the immune system by combining all-in-one 

vitamins, minerals and plants, has received investment from 

Henley Business Angels members. 

 

“The opportunity to work with Henley 

Business Angels was super exciting as they 

have an excellent track record – to be able 

to tap into that knowledge will be incredibly 

helpful.” 

Sunna van Kampen, founder of Tonic Health 

More than 30 companies have to date received investment from 

HBA. The total amount invested in these companies by HBA 

members and guests is approximately £1.6m. 

“The investments made by HBA members is 

testimony to the quality of the companies 

that have applied to HBA for seed finance.”  

Jurek Sikorski, Director of Henley Business Angels 

Further details about all the companies HBA has invested in can 

be found here: https://henleybusinessangels.com/investments/  

Henley Business Angels 
Featured in Henley 
Standard 

On 20 January 2022 Henley Business 

Angels (HBA) member James Malone 

was featured in the Henley Standard 

newspaper in a feature about the local 

angel investment community. 

In the interview James talks openly about his business 

background, his path to becoming an investor and what he looks 

for from entrepreneurs that are seeking investment. He also 

outlines the role HBA plays in connecting entrepreneurs with 

investors, how mentoring businesses is just as vital as providing 

them with funds and how the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 

has made angel investing more crucial than ever before. 

Read the full article on the Henley Standard website: 

https://www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/henley-on-

thames/169312/business-angels-who-invest-in-

entrepreneurs.html  

Henley Business Angels 
Begins Advertising 
Campaign on LinkedIn 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) has 

launched a major new advertising 

campaign on LinkedIn, designed to 

boost membership and encourage 

more entrepreneurs to submit applications to pitch. 

The marketing campaign, co-ordinated by HBA’s Marketing and 

Communications Consultant Cait Pilkington, is a significant strand 

of HBA’s growth strategy. It was launched in early 2022 and has 

already begun to bear fruit. 

Since the implementation of the marketing campaign, HBA’s 

membership has grown to 40 members and the number of 

visitors per month to HBA’s website increased from 704 to 1,100. 

HBA’s social media presence has also risen, reaching 378 

members on LinkedIn and achieving a higher average 

https://henleybusinessangels.com/investments/
https://www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/henley-on-thames/169312/business-angels-who-invest-in-entrepreneurs.html
https://www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/henley-on-thames/169312/business-angels-who-invest-in-entrepreneurs.html
https://www.henleystandard.co.uk/news/henley-on-thames/169312/business-angels-who-invest-in-entrepreneurs.html
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engagement of almost 10%, significantly above the industry 

average of 2%. 

HBA Inviting 

Applications to Join its 

Network 

 

Are you a business leader, successful entrepreneur or self-

certified investor? If so, we would be interested to talk with 

you about joining Henley Business Angels. 

Members enjoy significant benefits, including access to 

investment in carefully selected early-stage companies with 

high growth potential, engagement with the University in 

collaboration and networking with other HBA members 

working together in areas of mutual interest. 

This is what one HBA member and senior executive at an IT 

company had to say about why he joined and how he has 

benefitted: 

“Joining Henley Business Angels has given me a unique 

opportunity to meet some of the brightest entrepreneurs in the 

Thames Valley and hear the exciting and innovative ideas for 

which they are seeking funding. I have had the privilege of 
discussing these in detail and have been able to provide my 

own perspective and support to help them get to the next level 

of growth and funding. Over the past year of involvement, I 

have personally invested in three separate and very different 

start-up enterprises, each with a novel proposition and 

disruptive approach to their markets. I look forward to 

continuing my involvement with the group and helping further 

young enterprises realise their full potential.” 

For a private conversation about HBA and becoming a 

member, contact Jurek Sikorski, Founder and Director of HBA, 

at jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk 

Dr Adeyinka Adewale 
Trains Entrepreneurs in 
Africa for Bridge Project 
As part of an ongoing partnership between Henley Business 

School, Semicolon Africa and Lagos Business School, led by the 

British Council, Dr Adeyinka Adewale has trained a group of 

more than 50 young entrepreneurs in Africa. 

In 2021 Henley Business School’s partnership with Lagos Business 

School and Semicolon Africa was selected as part of the inaugural 

Innovation for Africa Universities (IAU) programme. The Bridge 

project is part of this wider IAU plan and it was formed to address 

youth unemployment in Nigeria by training young entrepreneurs 

in digital skills and management to prepare them to take their 

business ideas to the next level and reach investment readiness. 

Dr Adewale’s course was delivered alongside Dr Adun Okupe 

from the Lagos Business School and the students were 

encouraged to develop their business acumen and 

entrepreneurial spirit. A masterclass, titled ‘The Importance of 

Design’, was also rolled out, focusing on design as a key pillar of 

customer centrality and featuring an industry meet and greet. 

“We wanted to address the question ‘How 

do we bridge the gap with what we are 

doing from an academic perspective, to 

what the industry needs?’ We are teaching 

creative minds how to monetise and 

commercialise their passion into a 

livelihood.” 

Jean-Pierre Choulet, Vice Dean for Africa of Henley Business 

School 

After three years of delivering training courses with Semicolon 

Africa, where over 200 students have completed the 

programmes, the next step of the Bridge project is the launch of 

Semicolon Ventures. With a $1 million fund to aid business 

development, Semicolon Ventures is a business accelerator, 

hosting those who completed their training more than three 

years ago and whose businesses have grown. 

Additionally, Henley Business School announced a new 

partnership with Université de Lomé in Togo. Working with their 

Africa Europe Institute of Innovation and Professions, the 

partnership will include a new training programme for 

entrepreneurship. 

Jean-Pierre Choulet meeting Université de Lomé staff 

 

The initiative aims to train 47 students and professionals with 

previous Master’s degrees in skills related to business creation. 

Ultimately the project looks to support and strengthen the 

mailto:jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk
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employability of young people in Togo, as well as building an 

African knowledge centre. 

HCfE Applies for 
Collaborative Awards for 
Teaching and Learning 
HCfE, in partnership with the University of Reading’s Knowledge 

Transfer Centre, has applied for the University of Reading’s 

Collaborative Awards for Teaching and Learning to request 

funding for entrepreneurial skills training for postgraduate 

researchers and postdoctoral fellows. 

The application was drafted by Simon Cutler, Business 

Relationship Manager at the Knowledge Transfer Centre. The 

project title is ‘Young Entrepreneurs Scheme – Say YES to 

Entrepreneurial Researcher Development’ and its goal is to build 

on the mentoring that HCfE and the Knowledge Transfer Centre 

have been providing since 2017 to more than 70 participants, 

preparing the University of Reading teams for the Young 

Entrepreneurs Scheme (YES) competitions. 

Entrepreneurial skills are key for early career researchers, as it 

can directly connect to funding applications for their research. 

With many University of Reading teams achieving success at the 

YES competition in recent years by reaching the final, the project 

will ensure that the next generation of early stage researchers 

can continue to practice pitching and develop a greater 

understanding of topics such as funding and intellectual property. 

Announcements 
HCfE is pleased to notify readers about the following new roles, 

notable publications and other news for its faculty: 

 Professor Ben Laker Dr Yemisi Bolade-Ogunfodun             Dr Lebene Soga 

       

Dr Norbert Morawetz      Dr Adeyinka Adewale              IniOluwa Adewale 

       

HCfE welcomes Professor Ben Laker to its ranks as a member of 

faculty. He is a Professor of Leadership with Henley Business 

School. 

Dr Yemisi Bolade-Ogunfodun was quoted in a Forbes article, 

written by Professor Laker and titled ‘How to Lead Your Own 

Start-Up Business’. The full piece can be read here: 

https://hly.ac/3v3l4Kf 

Professor Laker also wrote a Forbes article titled ‘Three Ways To 

Run A Business With Your Partner’, which quoted Dr Lebene Soga 

and can be read here: https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HHV9-

3U669B-BWUUE-1/c.aspx  

Dr Norbert Morawetz has been nominated for the National 

Teaching Fellow award as one of three nominees representing 

the University of Reading. The scheme aims to reward those who 

have had an outstanding individual impact on student outcomes 

and the teaching profession. 

Lastly, Dr Adeyinka Adewale has become the proud father of 

IniOluwa Emmanuel Adewale, his second-born child. HCfE wish 

both parent and child all the best. 

Submit a story 

The editors welcome articles and news items of interest from 

faculty, students and staff on any topic related to Henley 

Centre for Entrepreneurship for publication in this newsletter.  

News items should be emailed to:  

a.j.baker@henley.ac.uk  

 

For further information, visit: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe 

https://hly.ac/3v3l4Kf
https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HHV9-3U669B-BWUUE-1/c.aspx
https://comms.henley.ac.uk/5ZTJ-HHV9-3U669B-BWUUE-1/c.aspx
mailto:a.j.baker@henley.ac.uk
https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe

