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CryptoBusy Takes First 
Place at IDEAFEST Final 
2021 

Josh Moden, a BA Entrepreneurship and 

Management student, was chosen as 

the winner of the IDEAFEST Student 

Business Idea Competion 2021 and 

awarded £1,000 for his business idea 

CryptoBusy, a start-up that teaches 

people how to trade and invest in cryptocurrency. 

The IDEAFEST Final was held online on 28 April 2021. Six student 

teams pitched their business idea to over 30 attendees and a 

judging panel of entrepreneurs, academics and past IDEAFEST 

winners, who unanimously selected CryptoBusy as the victors. 

Josh Moden presenting CryptoBusy to the IDEAFEST judges 

 

The second place award of £500 went to MSc Real Estate student 

Charlotte Beswick for her business idea Mochi Pops, an ice-cream 

business that specialises in vegan gelato.  

The £250 third place prize was jointly awarded to BA 

Entrepreneurship student Kevin Hayes and MSc Management 

student Daniel Rickards for their business ideas ProppedUp and 

Alva Power respectively. ProppedUp is a real estate start-up that 

allows customers to invest in shares of buy-to-let student 

properties, whilst Alva Power works to repurpose electric vehicle 

batteries into green energy systems. 

Alva Power was also selected as the winner of two additional 

categories: the Most Innovative Business Idea prize of £1,000 and 

the Best Business Idea for China award of £3,000. 

On top of the prize money, the teams will be granted professional 

mentoring to help them progress their business ideas and a place 

on the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021. 

The other finalists were BA International Management and 

Business Administration student Nadia Onyeje and BA Business 

and Management student Kam Sharahi. Nadia’s business idea 

was Wardrobe, an app that analyses a consumer’s current 

wardrobe and acts as a personal stylist by recommending 

clothing and accessories, and Kam entered IDEAFEST with Cheers 

Beers, a company that works with micro-breweries to deliver 

craft beer and offer virtual and in-person tasting sessions. 

“I entered IDEAFEST as I felt it was a way to 

show what I had accomplished through my 

entrepreneurial business ventures, as well as 

giving me a chance to test out my 

presentational skills in front of an expert 

audience.” 

Josh Moden, IDEAFEST 2021 Winner 

IDEAFEST is sponsored by HCfE, Stefano Ciampolini (Managing 

Partner of Healthcare Capital Partners) and Savio Kwan (former 

President and COO of Alibaba). 
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Henley Summer Start-Up 
Boot Camp 2021 Opens 
Registration 
HCfE’s annual Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp, a hands-on, 

week-long course to help students, alumni and local budding 

entrepreneurs learn about setting up a business from scratch, 

has opened for applications in 2021. 

The Boot Camp will be held online, 10:00am to 4:00pm between 

21-25 June 2020. It is led by the Rebel Business School (formerly 

known as the PopUp Business School), who make it clear how to 

set up a business without investing huge sums of money and 

cover everything from building a website to generating sales. 

Competition for places on the Boot Camp is fierce, with more 

than 100 applications for a space every year. To register your 

interest, fill out the expression of interest form here: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-

camp-2021-tickets-141681835183  

 

Students Get Hands-On at 
Entrepreneurship Vibes 
2020 
More than 180 enthusiastic students connected for the third 

annual Entrepreneurship Vibes event on 22 October 2020 to 

find out how they could get involved with HCfE and its 

numerous initiatives to support students towards setting up 

their own business. 

Hosted online by Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship 

and Leadership, the event had an action-packed programme. 

Professor Andrew Godley, the Academic Director of HCfE, began 

by highlighting the importance of putting entrepreneurship into 

practice, with teaching on entrepreneurship modules going 

beyond the classroom, and the students next went into breakout 

rooms to debate on the topic of ‘The Impact of COVID-19 on 

Entrepreneurship’. 

Entrepreneurship Vibes featured several talks by former students 

to inspire current students to get involved in HCfE’s initiatives. 

These included Lucas Cimino, a recently graduated BA 

Entrepreneurship and Management student who won the 

IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition 2020 Best Business 

Idea category and the Creative Spark IDEAFEST Promotional 

Video Competition for his videography company Duke Media, and 

Fabian Cardozo-Cajamarca, a former Henley Business School MBA 

student and co-founder of neurotech start-up Wakesense who 

won the Best Innovative Business Idea and the Best Business Idea 

for China categories at IDEAFEST 2020 and was awarded £5,000 

as part of the Greenshoots Seed Finance Award Scheme 2020. 

The call to action was led by the Co-Presidents of the University 

of Reading’s student-led Entrepreneurship Society, BA 

Management and Business student Karin Zhang-Wei and BSc 

Biomedical Sciences student Sarah Mohd-Haslizan. They set out 

their programme of events and encouraged the audience 

members to join the society for themselves and benefit from the 

wider offering of HCfE initiatives. 

Jurek Sikorski, HCfE’s Executive Director, concluded by outlining 

the many ways students can get involved with HCfE’s initiatives. 

These include studying on one of the many Entrepreneurship 

modules and participating in the Business Idea and Start-Up 

Clinic, the IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition and the 

Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp. He also pointed out the 

benefits of attending the events HCfE sponsors, including those 

organised by the Entrepreneurship Society and external partners 

such as ConnectTVT and Berkshire Business Growth Hub. 

“This was absolutely the best 

Entrepreneurship Vibes ever. Vibes has 

grown to become HCfE’s single most 

important student event in the year, acting 

as the initial gathering and subsequent 

signposting of all the extracurricular 

activities we make available for the 

students.”  

Professor Andrew Godley, Academic Director of HCfE 

Find out more about Entrepreneurship Vibes here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/entrepreneurshipvibes  

Entrepreneurship Society 
Leads Successful Flagship 
Conference 2021 

HCfE’s Entrepreneurship Society, 

the University of Reading’s largest 

non-sport society for students, 

led their second annual flagship conference event on 24 

February 2021 to an audience of over 30 students. 

The Flagship Conference’s theme was ‘Opportunities Found in 

Uncertainty’ and it was hosted online by Karin Zhang-Wei and 

Sarah Mohd-Haslizan, the society’s Co-Presidents. They kicked 

things off by introducing the event’s guest speakers and first to 

speak was Ollie Purdue, a Partner at Antler, who delivered a 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2021-tickets-141681835183
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2021-tickets-141681835183
https://www.henley.ac.uk/entrepreneurshipvibes
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keynote speech on the trends that can cause innovative 

entrepreneurs to emerge.  

Ollie Purdue presenting at the Flagship Conference 

 

The second keynote speech featured Eve Fry and Amanda 

McDowell, who co-founded reusable drinks container business 

Cupple. They spoke to the audience about how COVID-19 meant 

that there were new opportunities to widen their business 

network online and stated the importance of being open to 

change.  

The event then held a panel discussion, featuring Jennifer 

Manson (co-founder of Podium), Shelley Lawson (co-founder of 

Frog Bikes) and Jacob Simmons (co-founder of Esooko). Each 

panellist spoke about their business to the audience and the 

effects of COVID-19 on their respective markets, before diving 

into a Q&A session. 

The next panel featured Patricia Salume (co-founder of VeeLoop), 

Weerada Sucharitkul (founder of Filmdoo) and Ed Robinson (co-

founder of Stash). Together they spoke about how their 

respective businesses had adapted to COVID-19, covering 

pivoting to new markets, interactive online learning tools and the 

challenges of working remotely as a team. 

The final keynote speech was by Sam Hyams, the Managing 

Director at Springpod, who spoke about the need to improve 

careers advice within schools and the opportunities for students 

to improve their entrepreneurial skillset, such as work experience 

and virtual open days. These sentiments were echoed by Jurek 

Sikorski, HCfE’s Executive Director, who emphasised that the 

main point to take from the Flagship Conference was that 

enterprise remains alive through the resilience of entrepreneurs, 

with new opportunities out there waiting to be discovered. 

“We hope that the conference has been 

helpful to inspire any budding entrepreneur 

in the audience and has proven through the 

valuable advice and evidence from our 

speakers that there is always room for 

opportunity, regardless of the environment.” 

Karin Zhang-Wei, Co-President of the Entrepreneurship Society 

The Entrepreneurship Society has led several other successful 

online events over the last six months. These include ‘Starting a 

Business During a Pandemic’ on 25 November 2020, ‘The 

Dilemmas of Running a Family Business’ on 3 December 2020, 

‘Let's Optimise Your LinkedIn’ on 28 January 2021, ‘How We Grew 

SweatCoin and How We’re Now Disrupting Higher Education’ on 

3 February 2021 and ‘Social Enterprise: The More You Give, The 

More You Get’ on 26 April 2021, which featured engaging guest 

speakers sharing their entrepreneurial journeys and offering 

business advice to the engaged audience of students. 

To become a member of the Entrepreneurship Society and find 

out how to sign up for all the events listed above, please visit 

https://www.ruentre.com 

LinkMe Wins Dr Lebene 
Soga’s Creative Spark 
COVID-19 Challenge 

On 1 February 2021 the student team of 

Harry Kirby (BSc Construction 

Management), Remy Beaumont-Griffaton 

(BSc Agriculture) and Rhett Galvin (BSc 

Consumer Behaviour and Marketing) were announced as the 

winners of the Creative Spark COVID-19 Challenge with their 

business idea called LinkMe.  

The challenge was set up by Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in 

Entrepreneurship and Leadership, as an extension of HCfE’s 

Entrepreneurship Vibes 2020 event. The challenge’s aim was to 

encourage entrepreneurial thinking to solve problems and find 

new solutions, with students tasked with making a video about a 

business idea that addresses a problem caused by COVID-19. 

LinkMe allows users to share their contact information without 

the need of either business cards or swapping mobile phones, 

thus helping protect the environment and reducing the potential 

spread of COVID-19. As their prize for winning, Harry, Remy and 

Rhett received a year’s free subscription to the Curious Lounge, 

an event hub based in Reading that leads several talks and panels 

with business leaders. 

To see the winning entry, watch the video on YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_nIY8diZYU  

The full story can be read on our website here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/creative-spark-covid-19-

challenge-winners-announced  

Henley Greenshoots Seed 
Finance Award Scheme 
Opens for 2021 
HCfE’s annual Henley Greenshoots Seed Finance Award Scheme 

has now opened for applications in 2021 to support students 

https://www.ruentre.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a_nIY8diZYU
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/creative-spark-covid-19-challenge-winners-announced
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/creative-spark-covid-19-challenge-winners-announced
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creating start-up businesses, with awards of up to £1,250 on 

offer.  

Greenshoots, now in its third year, is targeted at current 

University of Reading and Henley Business School students or 

recent graduates that have launched their own business. 
Applicants for Greenshoots funding are particularly encouraged if 

they have occupied either the Henley Start-Up Business Incubator 

or the Entrepreneurship Hub or participated in the IDEAFEST 

Student Business Idea Competition, the Henley Summer Start-Up 

Boot Camp or the Applied Entrepreneurship module. 

Greenshoots entries close on 28 May 2021. Find out more about 

the Greenshoots and download the application form and 

eligibility criteria here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/h

enley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme  

HCfE Releases Report on 
Impact of Henley Summer 
Start-Up Boot Camp 2020 
HCfE has published an in-depth event report on the impact of 

the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2020, capturing how 

the Boot Camp helped participants gain the confidence and 

skills needed to start a new business. 

More than 80 participants joined the 2020 Boot Camp remotely 

and the report highlighted the Boot Camp’s success at helping 

new entrepreneurs flourish. On a scale of 1-10, participants were 

quizzed both before and after the Boot Camp on their confidence 

in starting a business; the average confidence level jumped from 

just 4.8 at the start of the course to 7.7 after. 

A total of 34% of attendees had published their business’ website 

by the end of the course, with a further 50% making final tweaks. 

Within just five days 70% of participants considered themselves 

‘almost ready’ to begin turning their business idea into a reality 

and 8% took it one step further by making a sale within their first 

week. 

The published Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2020 Report 

 

The report also showcases social media profiles from the 

businesses that were created, quotes from the participants and 

even case studies of some of the Boot Camp’s major successes a 

few months down the line. 

Read the full report here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/henley-summer-start-

up-boot-camp-2020-report-demonstrates-how-entrepreneurs-

put-learning-into-practice  

The 2020 Boot Camp was co-ordinated by HCfE and ran by the 

PopUp Business School. 

 

Creative Networking Win 
Kazakhstan IDEAFEST 
2021 
On 23 April 2021 HCfE collaborated with Henley Business 

School’s Centre for Euro-Asian Studies (CEAS) to judge the Best 

Creative Start-Up Competition IDEAFEST Kazakhstan 2021. 

The competition launched in 2019, inspired by HCfE’s IDEAFEST 

Student Business Idea Competition for the University of Reading. 

It was hosted by the Kazakh British Technical University (KBTU) as 

part of the Kazakhstan Creative Spark project, led by the British 

Council. 

The final was tightly contested but the winning idea was Creative 

Networking, entered by Anna Tsoy. Creative Networking is a 

platform that allows artists and other creative content makers to 

make connections, share ideas and work on a single project, 

event or performance together. 

Two other ideas were selected to reach the final. Nurbay 

Baurzhan submitted virtual reality gaming platform Acting 

Performance and Tair Tabiyev entered with Projector, an idea for 

an online platform to act as a ‘start-up for start-ups’ that 

compares data and businesses across different fields to find 

similarities. 

The presenting students and judges at Kazakhstan IDEAFEST 2021 

 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/henley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/why/entrepreneurship/initiatives/henley-greenshoots-seed-finance-award-scheme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2020-report-demonstrates-how-entrepreneurs-put-learning-into-practice
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2020-report-demonstrates-how-entrepreneurs-put-learning-into-practice
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp-2020-report-demonstrates-how-entrepreneurs-put-learning-into-practice
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The judging panel included Jurek Sikorski (Executive Director of 

HCfE), Professor Yelena Kalyuzhnova (Director of CEAS), Elena 

Khlystova (Henley Business School PhD student) and Yerzhan 

Mukashev (Dean of KBTU’s Business School). 

HCfE Relaunches Website 
In October 2020 HCfE relaunched its website as part of the 

Henley Business School’s wider website overhaul. 

The newly rebranded website is designed to be easier to 

navigate, with clearer pathways for prospective students, current 

students and alumni to find the HCfE initiatives most relevant to 

them. It is also targeted at showcasing HCfE’s research, with a 

focus on the collaborations and research projects that HCfE has 

co-ordinated across the world.  

The redesigned HCfE homepage 

 

The HCfE section of the website also has several new features, 

including a newsfeed of events and news releases, publication 

highlights from members of faculty and collaboration 

opportunities for outside organisations to work together with 

HCfE. To view the HCfE homepage, visit 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe  

HCfE Sponsors Festival of 
Digital Disruption 2020 

 

Students on Henley Business School’s entrepreneurship 

modules were given the opportunity to be part of the 

programme for the fifth annual Festival of Digital Disruption 

(FoDD), led by the Curious Lounge and sponsored by HCfE. 

The FoDD was held online between 16-20 November 2020, with 

more than 400 participants dialling in. The event encourages 

participants to consider careers or begin building a business in 

the creative, digital and tech sectors and each day focused on a 

different topic, from ‘Tech for Good’ to creative business 

practices. 

Many entrepreneurs and business experts spoke to the audience, 

including Darren Browne, the University of Reading’s Commercial 

Director, and Solveiga Pakstaite, founder of Mimica and an 

entrepreneur who successfully received investment from Henley 

Business Angels. 

The Henley Business School students led a series of entrepreneur 

interviews, covering a wide range of sectors. The interviewees 

included Yesika Aguilera (co-founder of Tespack), Maximilian 

Birner (co-founder of BoxHub), Max Buchan (founder of World 

Technologies), James Layfield (founder of Clearfind), Ikenna 

Ordor (founder of Starr Luxury Group), Rikkie Rosenlund (founder 

of BorrowMyDoggy), Lucy Rose-Walker (co-founder of 

Entrepreneurial Spark) and Amy Williams (co-founder of Good 

Loop). 

“A massive thanks to entrepreneurship 

students Abir Tarique Hridoy, Craig Davison, 

Elliott Chard, Ioulia Dermon, James Cook, 

Keanu George, Sarah Mohd-Haslizan and Karin 

Zhang-Wei, who did an amazing job. They took 

the time to prepare, ran their sessions like 

clockwork and we’ve received great feedback 

from the entrepreneurs.” 

Louize Clarke, founder of Curious Lounge 

Students were also invited to participate in the ConnectTVT talks 

from 10-11 March 2021, which involved Henley Business School 

students leading one-to-one interviews with successful 

entrepreneurs. Henley Business School students Karin Zhang-Wei, 

Benji Norval, Toby Khaleque and Shlok Maheshwari held the 

interviews with company founders from a wide range of sectors, 

including energy, software and food and drinks. 

HCfE Supports Game 
Changers 2021 
Two entrepreneurs that pitched to Henley Business Angels 

(HBA) were recognised at the fifth annual Game Changers 

awards, organised by ConnectTVT and supported by HCfE. 

Game Changers exists to celebrate the companies in the Thames 

Valley region that are highly innovative in their sector. This year 

30 companies were selected and two of their founders have close 

ties with HCfE. Dr Dan Daly, founder and CEO of optical medtech 

company Occuity, previously received investment from multiple 

HBA members with Lein Applied Diagnostics, whilst sustainable 

beverage company Rooted MilQ, founded by Alexander Wankel, 

also received investment from a HBA member. 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe
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For more information about the companies selected as Game 

Changers, visit their website: 

https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/gamechangers  

BSc Business and 
Management Students’ 
Entrepreneurial Pathway 
In autumn 2021 HCfE is set to launch its new BSc Business and 

Management programme, a flexible course that is designed to 

equip students with the fundamental skills of business. 

The course aims to provide students with both theory and 

practice of the real-world applications of business. Following the 

first year of study, in which students cover core content in 

management, marketing, accounting and data analysis, the 

students will have the opportunity to choose one of the six 

pathways to focus on. One of these pathways is tied to 

entrepreneurship, as featured on our website here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-business-

and-management-entrepreneurship   

Whilst studying on the programme, students will have the 

opportunity to apply for a paid work placement or study abroad 

year. This will take place in their third year and is the perfect 

opportunity to apply the skills and knowledge the students have 

learnt in a real work environment, potentially even starting their 

own business. 

HCfE Issues Four Start-Up 
Visa Endorsements 
HCfE have issued four start-up visa endorsements over the last 

six months to international students that have recently 

graduated and are seeking to remain in the UK to start their 

own business. 

Emmanuel Amujo, who previously studied MSc Development 

Finance, was granted endorsement for his business idea to 

address the increasing numbers of migrants travelling from Africa 

without plans for investing or saving money by setting up an 

online platform to offer them tailored financial education. 

Huan He, a former student on the MSc International Securities, 

Investment and Banking course, and Meiling Wang, a recently 

graduated MBA student, worked together to gain a joint 

endorsement. Their business idea was for an electrical vehicle 

journey planning app, outlining the distance to the nearest 

charging point and other key information for ease of travel. 

Siyi Ma, a graduate of the MSc Entrepreneurship in Creative 

Industries course, had the idea of importing paper products from 

Thailand to the UK sell to businesses looking for alternatives to 

environmentally damaging plastic packaging. Target customers 

include fruit and vegetable growers, the construction industry 

and petfood suppliers. 

Meixian Qi, who graduated from the MA Creative Enterprise 

course, developed a business idea for a ‘one stop shop’ media 

company to help international companies based in the UK 

manage their social media. The business would be fully equipped 

with the media and entertainment industry's latest VR 

technology and allow for the creation of content like articles and 

videos. 

The start-up visa scheme is led by the UK government and allows 

graduates from outside the European Economic Area and 

Switzerland to stay in the UK in order to develop a business idea 

and establish that business in the UK. HCfE can provide 

endorsements by interviewing graduates to assess the credibility 

of their business idea and their entrepreneurial skills. For those 

that excel at interview, HCfE then recommend the graduate to 

the Home Office, endorsing their visa application. 

To find out more about the start-up visa endorsement scheme, 

please visit https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/research-

centres/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship/visa-endorsement 

Henley Business Angels 
Members Invest in Three 
New Companies 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) is 

pleased to announce that its members 

have invested in three new companies 

over the course of the last six month. 

BeneTalk, a speech therapy technology company that specialises 

in the development of a wearable digital speech device, has 

received investment from one HBA member, contributing 

towards a total funding round of £350,000. 

 

“Our vison is to build the most accessible and 

effective AI speech therapy that has the 

potential to transform the lives of 10% of the 

population. I was very lucky to get enough 

help, but others are not as lucky. HBA is 

helping us to transform the lives of millions of 

people like me.” 

Jordi Fernandez, founder and CEO of BeneTalk 

https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/gamechangers
https://www.henley.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-business-and-management-entrepreneurship
https://www.henley.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bsc-business-and-management-entrepreneurship
https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/research-centres/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship/visa-endorsement
https://www.henley.ac.uk/research/research-centres/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship/visa-endorsement
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Zokri, a company that provides a software as a service 

platform for businesses to create and track objectives and key 

results, has received investment from a member of HBA, 

contributing towards their latest funding round. 

 

“The problems and opportunities of giving 

managers and employees the tools they need 

to thrive are well understood and software 

plays a key part in the solution. The HBA team 

understood the value we bring to business and 

their support was really useful.” 

Matt Roberts, CEO of Zokri 

OKKO Health, a digital eye care company, has received 

investment from seven HBA members, contributing towards a 

total funding round of £900,000. The investment by HBA 

members was £145k, making it the largest amount invested 

since HBA’s establishment in 2016. 

 

“I’m delighted to be taking investment from 

such a dynamic and engaged network – we are 

looking forward to harnessing the specific 

expertise of our investors as well as using the 

funding wisely to generate significant value 

over the year ahead.” 

Stephanie Campbell, CEO of OKKO Health 

Henley Business Angels is sponsored by Barclays and BDO. 

    

Henley Business Angels 
Celebrates Successful 
Entrepreneurs 

Two businesses that received 

investment from members of Henley 

Business Angels (HBA), OpenBlend and 

OKKO Health, have been nominated by 

HBA for the UK Business Angels Association Awards 2021. 

The nomination for OpenBlend, a performance management 

platform that powers effective one-to-one conversations, is for 

the category of High Growth Woman Founder of the Year, to 

recognise the achievement of founder and CEO Anna Rasmussen. 

OpenBlend has made significant strides forward and their clients 

include Gymshark, Dr Martens and Superdry. 

OKKO Health’s nomination was for the Deep Tech Investment of 

the Year category. OKKO Health is a smartphone software system 

that develops games and apps to monitor eye health, so that 

people who have eye disease can be monitored from home to 

decrease the number of hospital visits. 

To find out more about Henley Business Angels' investments, visit 

the website: https://henleybusinessangels.com/investments  

HBA Seeks Business 

Leaders to Support 

Entrepreneurs 

 

Are you a business leader, successful entrepreneur or self-

certified investor? If so, we would be interested to talk with 

you about joining Henley Business Angels. 

Members enjoy significant benefits, including access to 

investment in carefully selected early stage companies with 

high growth potential, engagement with the University in 

collaboration and networking with other HBA members 

working together in areas of mutual interest. 

This is what one HBA member and senior executive at an IT 

company had to say about why he joined and how he has 

benefitted: 

“Joining Henley Business Angels has given me a unique 

opportunity to meet some of the brightest entrepreneurs in the 

Thames Valley and hear the exciting and innovative ideas for 

which they are seeking funding. I have had the privilege of 
discussing these in detail and have been able to provide my 

own perspective and support to help them get to the next level 

of growth and funding. Over the past year of involvement, I 

have personally invested in three separate and very different 

start-up enterprises, each with a novel proposition and 

disruptive approach to their markets. I look forward to 

continuing my involvement with the group and helping further 

young enterprises realise their full potential.” 

For a private conversation about HBA and becoming a 

member, contact Jurek Sikorski, founder and Director of HBA, 

at jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk 

https://henleybusinessangels.com/investments
mailto:jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk
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Bill Kilgallon Appointed 
Entrepreneur in 
Residence 
Bill Kilgallon, a member of Henley Business Angels, was 

appointed as Royal Society Entrepreneur in Residence for the 

University of Reading’s Knowledge Transfer Centre on 1 January 

2021. 

Bill is the Managing Director of Cybex Ventures, a privately 

owned consultancy company. He is experienced in the 

pharmaceutical and biotech sectors, particularly with medical 

devices. 

In his Entrepreneur in Residence role, Bill will work closely with 

the Knowledge Transfer Partnership to support the 

commercialisation of projects. He will also collaborate with HCfE 

to identify opportunities to launch start-ups. 

Reading University 
Business Society Launches 
Start-Up Consultancy 

The University of Reading’s Business 

Society has launched a successful 

start-up consultancy programme, 

where students can get free support 

with any new business venture.  

The aim of the programme is to help students and alumni with 

their entrepreneurial venture at any stage of the start-up 

process, from the initial concept and beyond. The support offered 

covers areas such as change management, market research and 

financial expertise in any stage of a new business venture.  

The consultants of the programme have experience in starting a 

new business, client facing role and aim to share resources and 

networks with participants. The Business Society is led by BA 

Business and Management student Nikolaos Papathanasiou, with 

Fabio Scaffidi-Argentina (a graduate of the BA International 

Management and Business Administration with German course) 

and Lewis Bull (a current BA Entrepreneurship and Management 

student) two of the main consultants. 

The Business Society is currently working on partnerships with 

investors to secure funding for student start-ups and already 

have existing connections with high profile companies such as 

Accenture, Wiser, PwC and Deloitte. An accelerator programme 

to support the consultancy service is also in the process of being 

set up for the 2021/22 academic year for start-up businesses with 

the potential for growth and the need to fundraise. 

For more information about the Business Society’s consultancy 

programme, read the full news release here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/student-led-business-

society-launches-start-up-consultancy-programme  

Jurek Sikorski Features as 
Guest Speaker for StartUp 
2021 Event 
On 23 January 2021 Jurek Sikorski, HCfE’s Executive Director, 

appeared as guest speaker at the online StartUp 2021 event, 

featuring on the ‘What Angel Investors are Looking for in 2021’ 

panel discussion. 

Jurek was joined on the panel by Sarah Turner, co-founder of 

Angel Academe, and Mark Brownridge, director general of EIS 

Association. The panel spoke about the rapid adoption of 

technology in 2020, necessitated by the need to work from 

home, and the three key areas angels will be looking for in 2021. 

The first key area Jurek broke down was the combination of a 

company’s team, business and deal. Jurek emphasised the 

importance of strong intellectual property, a business savvy 

management team that could demonstrate ‘investment 

readiness’ through their business plan, a growing market both in 

the UK and internationally and a proven sales model with realistic 

financial projections. A high return on investment and a clear exit 

route was also highlighted as being crucial to angel investors, 

with 10 times the initial investment within seven years seen as a 

minimum starting point. 

Secondly, Jurek advised which advancing technologies angels look 

most closely at for potential investment opportunities. Artificial 

intelligence, 5G mobile network, autonomous driving, 

personalised medicine technologies, blockchain, computer vision 

and extended, virtual and augmented reality were all highlighted 

as being closely monitored by angel investors.   

Lastly, Jurek outlined the industries that angel investors were 

most active in. Health tech, edtech and green tech were picked 

out as the key sectors, but he noted that all the tech sectors were 

areas of growth, including agritech, biotech, cleantech, 

information tech, medtech, nanotech, robotics tech and space 

tech.  

HCfE Creates 
Entrepreneurship Course 
for Schools in Ukraine 
Working in collaboration with Kyiv National Economic 

University (KNEU), HCfE created a 12 month course on 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/student-led-business-society-launches-start-up-consultancy-programme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2020/student-led-business-society-launches-start-up-consultancy-programme
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entrepreneurship, to be rolled out to all senior schools in 

Ukraine. 

The project was co-ordinated by Dr Maks Belitski, Associate 

Professor in Entrepreneurship and Innovation, and sponsored by 

the British Council’s Creative Spark project. The course is being 

developed with the support of Ukraine’s Department of 

Education and the plans are to begin teaching from the next 

academic year. Schools will identify teachers to train in order to 

deliver the course. 

The collaboration builds on the last standing relationship 

between KNEU and HCfE, which has seen the launch of the 

IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition in Ukraine and 

webinars delivered to KNEU students by HCfE. 

HCfE Works with Afrinolly 
Creative Hub to Provide 
Entrepreneurial Training 
HCfE and Afrinolly Creative Hub have been selected by African 

telecommunications company MTN Nigeria to provide 

entrepreneurial training and coaching to the musicians and 

artists competing in popular reality talent show Y’ello Star. 

HCfE and Afrinolly will be providing a creative talent incubator, 

which includes a series of entrepreneurship masterclasses and six 

months of extensive coaching. The incubator is aimed at 

equipping the potential artists with the business acumen and 

skills needed to have a successful career in the creative industry. 

HCfE has worked extensively in Nigeria since 2019 in partnership 

with the British Council and the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office. HCfE helped create the Nigeria Creative Enterprise 

Support Programme, a business accelerator in Lagos designed to 

connect creative entrepreneurs and institutions in the fashion 

and film sectors. 

Henley Business School 
Student Shares Story of 
CryptoBusy 
CryptoBusy, a new start-up business launched by second year 

BA Entrepreneurship and Management student Josh Moden, 

has shown remarkable growth over the last year, culminating in 

winning the IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition 2021. 

Josh’s start-up is an education business that teaches people how 

to trade and invest in cryptocurrency. Globally, cryptocurrency is 

a booming sector, and CryptoBusy is already generating over 

£500k per month of revenue through YouTube advertisements, 

trading course sales, private group membership and Patreon. 

“The Entrepreneurship course has allowed 

me to take skills I have learned in the 

classroom and actually be able to transfer 

them into the real world. My company’s 

revenue and user base has significantly 

grown this year through natural growth, 

hard work and the guidance of the course 

and Henley Business School.” 

Josh Moden, co-founder of CryptoBusy 

The business’ primary form of outreach is through YouTube. Their 

channel has amassed over 150,000 subscribers and has gained 

over 1,000 subscribers per day to become the second largest 

cryptocurrency YouTube channel in the UK. 

Applied Entrepreneurship 
Students’ Business Ideas 
Highlighted 
Third year undergraduate students on the Applied 

Entrepreneurship module, led by Associate Professor in 

Entrepreneurship Dr Norbert Morawetz, are using their 

entrepreneurial skills to start new businesses. 

The Applied Entrepreneurship module is aimed towards students 

that are seeking to develop a business idea in real time, learning 

as they experience the realities of entrepreneurship such as 

developing a product or service and raising finance. The module 

is highly selective and the chosen students are supported by HCfE 

as they report on progress made on their business and set new 

goals. 

Students are assessed on a portfolio that they develop 

throughout the year on their business idea, along with 

presentations and a final report. There are seven students on the 

module currently, each developing a different business. 

Laetitia Weigel has created Planet Glib, a 

virtual humanities game where students 

are sent on creative ‘missions’ and tasked 

with content tailored to the relevant 

curriculum to enhance their learning.  

Kevin Hayes’ business idea is ProppedUp, 

a real estate investment start-up that 

allows customers to invest in shares of 

buy-to-let student properties without the 

large capital needed to become a 

landlord. 
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Dylan Leif has created Revive Foods, a 

plant-based snackfood company that 

sells nutrient based products with a 

focus on healthy eating and 

environmentally friendly packaging. 

Toby Khaleque set up Propelled, an app 

that virtually rewards users for achieving 

fitness goals to prevent loss of motivation 

when exercising. 

Benji Norval started Cyrus Clothing, a 

high-quality clothing brand that focuses 

on limited edition, seasonal products 

with a minimalist design. 

Harry Newton is developing Blob Media, 

a digital marketing agency that creates 

3D and augmented reality content such 

as hyper-realistic product showcases and 

virtual tours.  

Thomas Abrahams is working on 

Univarsity, an online platform that 

connects sports clubs and societies to 

increase sports participation amongst 

university students. 

“Getting a business off the ground is hard in 

normal times; COVID-19 and lockdowns add 

the extra challenge. We mentor our student 

entrepreneurs as best as we can, but they need 

all the help and support they can get.” 

Dr Nobert Morawetz, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship 

The full story about each student on the applied 

Entrepreneurship module can be read here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/applied-

entrepreneurship-students-seek-support-for-start-ups  

The Applied Entrepreneurship module was also featured in the 

Business Magazine (https://businessmag.co.uk/thames-valley-

henley-business-school-students-seek-support) and Wokingham 

Today (https://www.wokingham.today/university-of-reading-

students-can-learn-as-they-go-thanks-to-new-entrepreneurship-

module).   

Students on the Applied Entrepreneurship module are open to 

further advice from experienced business professionals in their 

sector. Find out more about how to get involved in HCfE’s 

mentoring programme here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/business/entrepreneurship/henley-

centre-for-entrepreneurship-the-henley-entrepreneur-mentor-

programme  

New Entrepreneurs Start 
Businesses During 
Pandemic 
Many businesses have been hit exceptionally hard by COVID-19, 

but it is also a time of new opportunities; a record number of 

start-ups launched during the year of the pandemic, including 

several by Henley Centre for Entrepreneurship students and 

alumni. 

ProppedUp and Cyrus Clothing are two such businesses, started 

by BA Entrepreneurship students Kevin Hayes and Benji Norval 

respectively, both of whom are are studying on the Applied 

Entrepreneurship module. ProppedUp is a real estate investment 

start-up that allows customers to invest in shares of buy-to-let 

student properties, with the notable success of finishing third at 

the IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition 2021, whilst 

Cyrus Clothing is a clothing brand that produces high quality 

seasonal products. 

Several graduates who were endorsed by HCfE and secured start-

up visas also launched their businesses within the last year. 

Among these were Gulfbens, a tech-based cross-border 

recruitment agency started by BA Politics and Economics 

graduate Mohsen Ansarilari. Gulfbens enables British students 

and graduates to expand their employment opportunities into 

the Gulf Co-operation Council countries of Bahrain, Kuwait, 

Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the UAE. 

Another new company that benefited from HCfE’s start-up visa 

endorsement was FinREMIT, a fintech company started by MSc in 

Development Finance graduate Emmanuel Amujo. The company 

provides interactive financial education and automated savings 

solutions for migrant workers and students. Emmanuel also won 

several scholarship and entrepreneurship prizes for FinREMIT, 

including the Federal Government Youth-Enterprise Innovation in 

Nigeria award.  

Hetianbo Chen Shares His 
Story of Entrepreneurship 
Support from HCfE 
Hetianbo Chen, a Henley Business School alumnus, has shared 

the story of how HCfE helped him make the first steps towards 

setting up UNIK, his international student tuition business that 

has since gone from strength to strength. 

Hetianbo graduated in 2019 with an MSc Investment 

Management degree. During his time as a student he had 

regularly attended HCfE’s Business Idea and Start-Up Clinic to 

hone his business idea and upon graduating he wanted to 

develop UNIK into a full business in the UK, so he applied for 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/applied-entrepreneurship-students-seek-support-for-start-ups
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/applied-entrepreneurship-students-seek-support-for-start-ups
https://businessmag.co.uk/thames-valley-henley-business-school-students-seek-support
https://businessmag.co.uk/thames-valley-henley-business-school-students-seek-support
https://www.wokingham.today/university-of-reading-students-can-learn-as-they-go-thanks-to-new-entrepreneurship-module
https://www.wokingham.today/university-of-reading-students-can-learn-as-they-go-thanks-to-new-entrepreneurship-module
https://www.wokingham.today/university-of-reading-students-can-learn-as-they-go-thanks-to-new-entrepreneurship-module
https://www.henley.ac.uk/business/entrepreneurship/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship-the-henley-entrepreneur-mentor-programme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/business/entrepreneurship/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship-the-henley-entrepreneur-mentor-programme
https://www.henley.ac.uk/business/entrepreneurship/henley-centre-for-entrepreneurship-the-henley-entrepreneur-mentor-programme
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start-up visa endorsement through HCfE alongside his co-founder 

Yuqi Wang. 

Hetianbo Chen, founder of UNIK 

 

Hetianbo was granted an interview for start-up visa endorsement 

and he impressed the interview panel with his business plan and 

enthusiasm. HCfE endorsed his start-up visa application, allowing 

Hetianbo to continue growing his business in the UK, and UNIK 

has since made significant progress. The company has taught 

over 600 international students since 2019, offering personalised 

support through online platforms to help students develop a 

higher understanding of their syllabus and assessments. Students 

that use UNIK have been able to improve their grade in 

examinations and assessments by an average of 19%. 

Since 2020 UNIK has explored more service opportunities, such as 

tutorials supporting PhD applications, job application support and 

help with student start-up businesses. From a start of just two co-

founders, UNIK has now extended to a team of over 60 tutors in 

the higher education sector and five managerial staff, each 

responsible for a different department. 

KYMIRA Wins Eagle Labs 
Innovation Award 2020 

 

KYMIRA, founded by University of Reading alumnus Tim 

Brownstone, was chosen on 26 November 2020 as the winner of 

the Eagle Labs Innovation category of the Barclays Entrepreneur 

Awards 2020. 

KYMIRA has a reputation as one of the world’s leading smart 

textile companies and works within the medical, sport, military, 

and space sectors. Its products are used by Olympic athletes, elite 

sports teams and recreational athletes, alongside medical 

professionals, patients and research institutions.  

The Barclays Entrepreneur Awards are held annually and judged 

by a panel of experts to recognise the makers, creators, inventors 

and innovators who are solving real-world problems. KYMIRA’s 

win was based on innovations within cardiac, internal movement 

and foetal monitoring research, alongside the creation of a 

nanofibre fabric that filters viral, pollutant and bacterial particles. 

“It means an awful lot to me to win the 

award, as Barclays and the Eagle Labs 

network have supported us as a business for 

a number of years now and we have always 

done our best to give back and support the 

wider network too.”  

Tim Brownstone, founder and CEO of KYMIRA 

Tim is a past winner of the University of Reading’s Entrepreneur 

of the Year Award in 2018 and is heavily involved in several HCfE 

initiatives. These include being an Entrepreneur Mentor in 

Residence, a Visiting Fellow, a member of the judging panel at the 

annual IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition and a guest 

speaker on the ‘Understanding Sales’ module. KYMIRA also won 

the Henley Best Start-Up Business Competition 2016 and have 

twice received investment from Henley Business Angels 

members. 

Anna Ralls Offers Student 
Insight into HCfE 
Initiatives 
Anna Ralls, a BA Business and Management student at Henley 

Business School and an intern with the department of 

Leadership, Organisations and Behaviour, has been getting 

involved with several HCfE initiatives. Here is her perspective of 

how HCfE helps give students the tools they need to work on 

starting their own business… 

“As a first-year student studying Business and Management, I was 

aware of the involvement of HCfE within Henley Business School 

and really enjoy taking the Student Enterprise module that they 

lead. The module is interactive and allows students to develop 

their entrepreneurial skills with exciting seminars lead by staff 

who are truly passionate about the subject they teach. 

I also was able to attend their virtual Entrepreneurship Vibes 2020 

event. The event helped students consider the impact of the 

pandemic on entrepreneurship and to meet and discuss this with 

other students from courses across the university, as well as 

introducing the Creative Spark COVID-19 Challenge and IDEAFEST. 

“However, since starting in the position of Leadership, 

Organisations and Behaviour Intern, I have really gained an 

understanding and insight of just how many opportunities HCfE 

provide to not only Henley Business School students but to the 

entire University of Reading. HCfE really focuses on students and 

continually provides interesting events to inspire and develop the 

entrepreneurial mindset. 
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“As an intern I have been able to attend the Business Idea and 

Start-Up Clinic, an initiative to help students with their business 

ideas, and have seen the support and advice that faculty provide 

with continual encouragement to students at any stage of their 

idea and degree. I also got to participate in the Introduction to 

IDEAFEST 2021 Workshop, another incredible initiative to inspire 

students to create and present their business idea to an 

experienced panel. 

“The benefits of being involved with HCfE for students are 

continuous and through the events they run and modules they 

teach students are always helped and encouraged with anything 

they pursue. I have really enjoyed the role and the opportunities 

that have come from being included in such a lovely team and 

department and look forward to the many events in the future – 

hopefully in person!” 

Announcements 
HCfE is pleased to notify readers about the following new roles, 

notable publications and other news for its faculty: 

Professor Marcello Mariani    Dr Matteo Borghi      Professor Yipeng Liu 

       

           Dr Maks Belitski   Professor Andrew Godley  Dr Norbert Morawetz        

       

        Cait Pilkington                      Anna Ralls 

    

Professor Marcello Mariani, Professor of Entrepreneurship and 

Management, is taking the calendar year of 2021 as leave to join 

Bologna University as a temporary visiting professor. 

Dr Matteo Borghi, a recently graduated PhD student in the 

department of Leadership, Organisations and Behaviour, has 

joined HCfE as a Post-Doctoral Fellow in Entrepreneurship. 

Professor Yipeng Liu, Professor in Management and Organisation 

Studies, has been elected as a Fellow of the Academy of Social 

Sciences. 

Dr Maks Belitski, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation, and Professor Andrew Godley, the Academic Director 

of HCfE, made a joint publication together, titled ‘Small Business 

and Poverty: Evidence From Post-Soviet Cities in Regional 

Studies’. The full publication can be read here: 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00343404.2020

.1826037?casa_token=sMawht2BIZkAAAAA%3AUYSYhjRX5VG0

PXRNSCIJKNHf7PTi9Om3fYU8NXvGPX2y-

IaHoAl2KdVnCA79rjNBLIm9NLlIusM  

Dr Norbert Morawetz, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship, 

had his Class of 2020 project featured on the BBC News’ report 

on Topshop’s closure. The full story can be read here: 

http://hly.ac/2Q57kOu He was also featured in the Guardian in 

their article ‘Sharp Rise of Neets Shows Impact of COVID 

Lockdowns on UK Young’ (http://hly.ac/3lwe83p) and on CityAM 

in their article titled ‘Pandemic Leads People to Stay Unemployed 

for Longer’ (https://www.cityam.com/pandemic-leads-people-

to-stay-unemployed-for-longer/). 

Cait Pilkington, an MA Public Policy student, has been appointed 

as Marketing Communications Officer at Henley Business Angels, 

working part-time to support the growing communication 

activities. 

Anna Ralls, studying BA Business and Management, has been 

appointed to the position of Leadership Organisations and 

Behaviour Intern. She is working part-time to help with HCfE’s 

administrative duties. 

Submit a story 

The editors welcome articles and news items of interest from 

faculty, students and staff on any topic related to Henley 

Centre for Entrepreneurship for publication in this newsletter.  

News items should be emailed to:  

a.j.baker@henley.ac.uk  

 

For further information, visit: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe 
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