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Doctoral Research Conference 2021 
The Henley Business School Doctoral Research Conference is a conference for doctoral students, from 
the PhD programmes and the Doctor of Business Administration Programme, performing their research 
at one of the 6 departments in Henley Business School. The conference will be held as a face-to-face 
event, with an option to attend online via Zoom for those unable to attend in person, on September 22, 
at Henley Business School - Greenlands Campus in Henley-on-Thames. 
 
The doctoral research conference is a great opportunity for doctoral students to present their research, 
either by presentations or posters, and learn from research being conducted across all departments, as 
well as receive feedback from leading academics and business professionals.  
 
The theme for this year’s conference is “Innovation Across Boundaries - Applying Research to 
Business” — embracing the innovative research ideas while pushing boundaries of knowledge to 
improve industry practice. 
 

Conference Team and Committee 

RUCHI GOYAL  
PhD Research Associate 
Marketing & Reputation

MATTHEW POLLOCK 
PhD Research Associate 
Real Estate & Planning 

MADS E. W. WEDELLSBORG 
PhD Research Associate 
International Business & Strategy 

OLE PETTER ANFINSEN 
DBA Research Associate 
Marketing & Reputation

JULIA SANTAMARIA GONZALEZ 
PhD Research Associate 
Business Informatics, Systems & Accounting 

NATALYA RADKO 
PhD Research Associate 
Leadership, Organisations & Behaviour 

KAIWEN CHANG 
PhD Research Associate 
Business Informatics, Systems & Accounting

JACK HUI 
PHD Research Associate 
ICMA Centre
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Research at Henley Business School 
Research is a vital component of Henley Business School’s reputation for challenging 
the future environment of organisations and society. It is what keeps us at the forefront 
of business understanding and ensures that individuals and groups have the 
knowledge and capacity to positively change the way that we work and identify the 
contribution businesses can make. 

Henley Business School is the 
oldest business school in the UK, 
and that naturally commands 
considerable respect. With 
substantial ties within the ever 
evolving business community, it 
thus provides a fantastic amalgam 
of tradition and opportunities. It 
offers exciting and varied courses 
which are crafted keeping in mind 
the requirements of a wide array 
of people - ranging from busy 
executives looking to upgrade 
their skills, to others recalibrating 
their career like me. Thus, a PhD in 
Management here, with support 
from world class faculty and its 
superlative facilities, is a great 
step towards making significant 
inroads in the world of academia, 
along with some of the most 
gifted and diverse minds in the 
world! 

Ruchi Goyal 
PhD Research Associate 
Marketing & Reputation 
Henley Business School

We attract experienced and motivated 
individuals to undertake significant research that 
shapes organisational thinking and provides 
new and unique knowledge in an increasingly 
complex business environment. We are home to 
some of the world’s most distinguished 
research-led academics and innovative, 
practically-oriented thought leaders.  

Our work generates pioneering research, 
valuable knowledge and leading insights into 
the rapidly evolving world of modern business. 
We provide an outstanding environment for 
individuals looking to further their academic and 
professional careers through doctoral study. 
Through academically rigorous DBA and PhD 
programmes, we provide a range of 
opportunities that stimulate the production of 
world-class research. Research Associates take 
part in a wide range of conferences and events, 
networking with like-minded researchers and 
acquiring the advanced insights provided by our 
own faculty members and guest lecturers.  
Our expertise extends across virtually all areas within business and management education and 
research – from leadership to marketing, international business to real estate and planning, HR to 
finance and economics, reputation management to corporate governance, and emerging markets to 
organisational behaviour. Our teaching, learning and research align through a unique synthesis of 
research divisions which include: 

• Business Informatics, Systems & Accounting 
• Finance at the ICMA Centre 
• International Business & Strategy 
• Leadership, Organisations & Behaviour 
• Marketing & Reputation 
• Real Estate & Planning 

Each of these have a number of academic and applied research centres and knowledge hubs. For 
further information please see henley.ac.uk/research 

Henley Business School, 2021 

“

”
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 Call for papers and posters 
Due to limited availability of places, applications for participation in the Conference 
is competitive with only two spaces available for each department (one paper and 
one poster). 
 

To be considered for participation, applicants 
must submit their papers and posters to the 
conference committee no later than August 15, 
2021.  

The theme “Innovation Across Boundaries - 
Applying Research to Business” is meant to 
embrace the innovative research ideas to push 
the boundaries of knowledge to improve the 
practice in the area of the department’s 
orientation.  

Therefore, doctoral students whose work shows 
promising contribution to practice and expansion 
of existing knowledge are highly encouraged to 
submit their abstract/poster. 

Selected students will be asked to present at the 
conference, with the opportunity to receive 
valuable feedback from both highly esteemed 
academics and practitioners. 
 
 

Important deadlines 
• Abstract and poster submission August 15
• Register as a conference attendee/RSVP August 16
• Decisions on abstracts and posters September 5
• Finished poster submission September 10
• Full presentation submission deadline September 15
• Conference date September 22

All submissions must be sent to doctoralconf@reading.ac.uk, in the correct format and clearly 
marked with subject, title and department.  
 
    Register for the conference at:  
    https://forms.office.com/r/C1RueYaJsp  
    or use the QR code. 

Doing PhD research at Henley 
Business School is one of the 
greatest and most rewarding 
challenges I have ever given 
myself. Being surrounded by 
world-leading academics while 
maintaining proximity to 
industry practitioners allow for a 
constant ambitious environment 
with ample opportunities for 
learning and growth. I am truly 
happy for being in an 
environment where I can 
develop my skills, network and 
expertise. 

Mads E. W. Wedellsborg 
PhD Research Associate 
International business & strategy 
Henley Business School

”

“
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 Criteria and submission guidelines 
Your work submitted for either of the two sessions should be original research that 
fits the theme “Innovation Across Boundaries - Applying Research to Business”. The 
submission guidelines for the two sessions are as follows:  

Paper presentation 
 
To apply for presenting at the conference, you should submit an extended abstract of your research. 
The extended abstract should not exceed 2 single-spaced pages (excluding references and tables) 
and include the following: 

1. A description of your study, including reflections of research aims, literature gaps, methodology 
and key findings.  

2. Supporting material: references, tables and figures that support the research. 

3. Practical implications of the study. As the conference's theme is "Innovation Across Boundaries 
- Applied Research”, you should clearly demonstrate how your research impacts, and can be 
applied to, industry practice or policies.  

Studying for a PhD at Henley Business School is a memorable 
experience for me. During my PhD study, I hope to learn more 
interesting ideas and develop rigorous logical skills. The PhD 
program at Henley Business School has cultivated my ability of 
studying new things, and various seminars and research 
activities of school are also very helpful in cultivating creative-
thinking ability. These experiences at Henley Business School 
are of great help to my future research and work 

KAIWEN CHANG 
PhD Research Associate 
Business Informatics, Systems & Accounting 
Henley Business School

”

“

Poster 
 
The poster session gives you the opportunity to present a 
short overview of your research and receive feedback. Your 
poster should be precise in structure and not exceed 
the size of a single A4 page/slide - landscape format.  
In addition, your poster should include the following 
details: 

1. Paper/research title  

2. Summary of main research problem/question.  

3. Aims and objectives of the project.  

4. Reflections on methodology and data (if applicable).  

5. Key findings (if applicable). 

6. Practical implications of the study. The poster should 
be relevant to the conference's theme and clearly 
express how it contributes to industry practice or 
policies.  

All submissions must be sent to 
doctoralconf@reading.ac.uk, in the correct format and 
clearly marked with subject, title and department. 
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 Panel  
This year's panel consists of highly esteemed professors and leading business professionals from our 
partners. The panel will review and assess all submissions, both presentation of papers and posters, 
and announce this year´s winners. 

Panel Discussion 
At the end of the conference we will engage the panel in a discussion, where they will elaborate on 
the research that has been presented, the value of the research on context, and how organisations 
can benefit from research from leading academic institutions such as Henley Business School.  

Prize 
The winners of this year’s conference will receive a “grant” awarded by Thames Water - supporting 
new talent. The presentation winner will receive £ 1000 and the poster winner will receive £ 500. 

Diploma of Participation 
All researchers who are presenting (by presentations or posters) will receive a Diploma of 
Participation, for their contribution to the Doctoral Research Conference 2021.  

Additional Information 
This years conference will be held at Henley Business School - Greenlands Campus,  
Henley-on-Thames. Lunch and refreshments will be provided throughout the day. 
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Henley Business School
Henley Business School, Greenlands Campus, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 3AU

For more information, please contact:

General Inquiries
Julia Santamaria Gonzalez
j.santamariagonzalez@pgr.reading.ac.uk

Branding and sponsorships
Ole Petter Anfinsen
o.p.anfinsen@student.henley.ac.uk

Public Relations
Julia Santamaria Gonzalez
j.santamariagonzalez@pgr.reading.ac.uk 

Marketing
Natalya Radko
n.radko@pgr.reading.ac.uk

Supported by:

DISCLAIMER
This prospectus was issued in July 2021 and is aimed at doctoral students at Henley Business School (“Henley”), a part of the University of Reading (“the University”). 
The prospectus describes and outline the Doctoral Research Conference 2021, while encouraging doctoral students to submit papers/posters to the conference 
committee for the opportunity to present at this year's conference. The University makes every effort to ensure that the information provided in the prospectus is accurate 
and up-to-date at the time of being distributed (July 2021). However, it may be necessary for the University to make some changes to the information presented in the 
prospectus following the publication. 

Copyright and trademarks Henley Business School, 2021 The University of Reading
Henley Business School and the University of Reading names and logos are registered trademarks. All right reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior permission of the 
University

This brochure is correct at the time of going to print (July 2021). Henley Business School reserves the right to amend any of this information. For the latest information please see our 
website.

Register for the conference at:  
 
https://forms.office.com/r/C1RueYaJsp  
or use the QR code below.
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