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Henley Summer Start-Up 
Boot Camp 2021 Helps 
Students Start Businesses 

Over 85 University of Reading and Henley 

Business School students, alumni and local 

entrepreneurs attended the ninth annual 

Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp to gain the knowledge and 

confidence to start their own business. 

Held virtually from 21-25 June 2021, the Boot Camp is hosted by 

HCfE and delivered by the Rebel Business School. It offers 

participants a path to starting their own business, with a focus on 

making sales and starting from scratch with little or no funding. 

Simon Paine leading the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021 

 

Jurek Sikorski, the Executive Director of HCfE, opened the Boot 

Camp and introduced Simon Paine, CEO and co-founder of the 

Rebel Business School. Over the five days Simon covered 

everything from marketing and sales strategies to building a 

website for free, with attendees getting hands-on. 

The final day of the Boot Camp featured an expert panel of 

speakers offering their advice to new entrepreneurs. These 

included Ashan Arif, Partner at Clarkslegal, David Brookes, 

Managing Partner of the Reading and Bristol Offices at BDO, and 

Georgina Mackey, Regional Ecosystem Manager at NatWest 

Group. The panel, moderated by Jurek, addressed a range of 

topics including access to finance, employment, and intellectual 

property. After the panel, Simon offered his 12 Rebel Principles 

as final words of advice to participants. 

By the end of the week participants were enthusiastic about their 

opportunities to use their newfound knowledge and make money 

doing what they love. Some attendees even made sales before 

the course had concluded and many spoke highly about the Boot 

Camp’s impact. 

“This has been an incredible experience. I've 

been on many entrepreneurial workshops 

and boot camps and this was by far the 

best.” 

William Haresceugh, BA Entrepreneurship and Management 

student 

Read more about the Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021 

in the full news release here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/aspiring-entrepreneurs-

join-henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp  

Henley Greenshoots Seed 
Finance Award Scheme 
2021 Winners Chosen 

The founders of eight start-up companies, all 

current students or recent graduates of Henley 

Business School or the University of Reading, 

were selected as the winners for the Henley 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/aspiring-entrepreneurs-join-henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp
https://www.henley.ac.uk/news/2021/aspiring-entrepreneurs-join-henley-summer-start-up-boot-camp
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Greenshoots Seed Finance Award Scheme 2021 and awarded 

£1,250 to help grow their business to the next level. 

Greenshoots was set up in 2018 to help nurture and support 

start-ups founded by current or recently graduated students of 

the University of Reading or Henley Business School. Applicants 

to the scheme are tasked with demonstrating their start-up has 

the potential to grow and become a sustainable business to a 

panel of judges. 

The 2021 Greenshoots winners are as follows: 

Benji Norval, founder of Cyrus Clothing, a high-quality clothing 

brand. 

Claudia Day, founder of Ehuddle, an online platform built by 

coaches for coaches to help personal growth. 

Dylan Lief, founder of Revive Foods, a brand offering a range of 

premium plant-based bars with an organic and healthy mission. 

Hannah Hayes, founder of High5VR Productions Limited, a 

business creating high quality virtual reality production to teach 

English language to foreign students. 

Harry Newton, founder of PharmaCY, an online prescription 

delivery service in Cyprus with a focus on improving the public 

health system. 

Huan He and Meiling Wang, co-founders of Three Manakins, an 

all-in-one charging and journey planner app for electric vehicles. 

Kevin Hayes, founder of ProppedUp, a company that allows 

people to invest in buy-to-let student properties without 

becoming landlords. 

Mark Dodd, founder of Digital Story Universe, a digital portal 

where consumers of crime fiction can experience immersive 

online stories. 

The winners were invited to an online award ceremony on 16 

June 2021, where they each summarised their business and 

outlined their plans for the Greenshoots funding. This was 

followed by a talk from Simon Poulter, Relationship Manger for 

Santander Universities, who spoke about his pleasure in seeing 

the winning companies cover such a wide range of sectors. 

The Henley Greenshoots Seed Finance Award Scheme is 

sponsored and supported by Santander Universities. 

 

HCfE Publishes Henley 
Summer Start-Up 
Bootcamp 2021 Report 
HCfE has published a report analysing the impact of the Henley 

Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021, exploring how the Boot 

Camp helped participants on the journey towards starting their 

own business. 

The report highlighted the Boot Camp’s success at giving 

attending entrepreneurs the skills they needed to flourish. Of the 

more than 80 participants, over 90% of them said that their 

confidence in starting a business had risen since the start of the 

Boot Camp and a total of 40% were ready to start trading by the 

end of the event, with 11% even taking the first big step of 

making a sale within their first week. 

The report also includes some direct examples of the businesses 

created on the Boot Camp, showcasing the websites and social 

media accounts set up by the participants. It also goes onto quote 

the attendees for some direct feedback about their ‘lightbulb 

moment’ from the Boot Camp. 

Read the full report here: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/summerstartupbootcamp  

Henley Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021 Report 

 

The 2021 Boot Camp was sponsored by HCfE and delivered by the 

Rebel Business School. 

 

Introduction to IDEAFEST 
2022 Workshop Open for 
Registrations 

The Introduction to IDEAFEST 2022 

Workshop, which gives all University of 

Reading and Henley Business School 

students the chance to find out what 

goes into creating a winning IDEAFEST 

entry, has now opened for registration. 

The IDEAFEST Student Business Idea Competition is an annual 

contest led by HCfE to find the student with the best idea for a 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/summerstartupbootcamp
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business. The winner is awarded £1,000 and professional 

mentoring to help turn their idea into a reality. 

The Introduction to IDEAFEST Workshop aims to help students 

that haven’t heard about IDEAFEST before by familiarising them 

with the competition’s rules and structure. Attendees will also 

have the chance to hear first hand from judges and former 

winners about what goes into preparing the best possible 

IDEAFEST submission. 

The workshop will be held both online via Microsoft Teams and in 

person at room 108 of the Henley Business School building, 

Whiteknights campus, on 21 January 2022, 10:00am. To view the 

full schedule and register, visit the event page: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-ideafest-

2022-workshop  

Entrepreneurship Society 
Announces Shlok 
Maheshwari as President  

HCfE’s Entrepreneurship Society 

has announced Shlok 

Maheshwari, a BA Business and 

Management student at Henley Business School, as its new 

Society President for the 2021/22 academic year. 

Shlok takes over from the Society’s Co-Presidents from 2020/21, 

Karin Zhang-Wei and Nur Sarah Mohd-Haslizan. The President’s 

role is to lead the Society’s programme of events and drive 

student engagement in entrepreneurship for students across 

campus. 

The Entrepreneurship Society has been running since 2014 and 

lead their own programme of events, in tandem with HCfE’s 

initiatives. The Entrepreneurship Society’s events for the 2021/22 

academic year are as follows: 

6 October 2021, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Speed Networking and 

LinkedIn 

20 October 2021, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Social Enterprise 

3 November 2021, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Student Start-Ups 

24 November 2021, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Raising Finance for Your 

Business 

26 January 2022, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Serial Entrepreneurship 

23 February 2022, 10:00am to 1:00pm, Flagship Conference 

9 March 2022, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Freelancing 101 

15 April 2022, 6:00pm to 7:30pm, Celebration Party 

“Everyone is an entrepreneur; we just have 

to discover the zeal and put to use the ability 

to serve others. The Entrepreneurship 

Society aims to instill entrepreneurial growth 

in the students at the University of Reading 

and this year we intend on hosting events 

where every student will be inspired to think 

innovatively.” 

Shlok Maheshwari, President of the Entrepreneurship Society 

Shlok will be supported in his role as President by a committee of 

students. Kushan Kantharia is the Vice President and Marketing 

Officer, Noémie Bovey is the Head of Marketing, Sona Thapa is 

the Events Officer, Elena Girotto is the Business Development 

Officer and Waqas Swalheen is the Website Manager and 

Marketing Officer. 

To become a member of the Entrepreneurship Society and find 

out how to sign up for all the events listed above, visit their 

website: https://www.ruentre.com 

Festival of Digital 
Disruption 2021 Dates 
Announced 

 

The sixth annual Festival of Digital Disruption (FoDD), led by the 

Curious Lounge and sponsored by HCfE, will take place online 

across the week of 18-22 October 2021. 

The FoDD is a networking event that encourages participants, 

especially students, to consider careers or begin building a 

business in the creative, digital and tech sectors. Each day focuses 

on a different topic, from ‘Tech for Good’ to hearing the stories of 

successful young entrepreneurs first-hand. 

This year the FoDD has a range of speakers across multiple 

sectors, from healthtech to food and beverages. Of the speakers, 

Zara Ransley of MyPocketSkill is a previous Henley Business 

Angels applicant and all the other speakers are business leaders 

with businesses in the Thames Valley region.  

Students are invited to register to attend the FoDD on the 

ConnectTVT website here: https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/fodd  

https://www.henley.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-ideafest-2022-workshop
https://www.henley.ac.uk/events/introduction-to-ideafest-2022-workshop
https://www.ruentre.com/
https://www.connecttvt.co.uk/fodd
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Dr Lebene Soga Wins 
RUSU Teaching Excellence 
Award 
Dr Lebene Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship and Leadership, 

was announced as the 2021 winner of the Teaching Excellence 

Award for Henley Business School. 

These awards, organised by RUSU, celebrate the effort that 

members of faculty put in to give their students the best possible 

learning experience through their hard work and innovative 

teaching methods. Lebene is no stranger to this recognition, 

having been selected as a RUSU Excellence Award winner back in 

2019 as well.  

For 2021 the RUSU Excellence Awards saw a record 519 

nominations across 20 categories. The winners were selected by 

RUSU’s full-time officers and student reps for all the courses, who 

read all the anonymised nominations. 

“I have never met a lecturer with such positive 

energy when teaching in class. He always 

ensures the class stays interactive and even 

makes the students feel comfortable.” 

Anonymous student nomination for Lebene Soga’s RUSU Teaching 

Excellence Award 2021 

For more information about the 2021 RUSU Excellence Awards, 

read the full news release: 

https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/More-nominations-

than-ever-before-who-are-the-2021-Excellence-Awards-

winners/ 

HCfE Stall at Freshers’ 
Fayre 2021 Attracts 
Hundreds of Students 
On 22-23 September 2021 HCfE led a hugely popular stall at the 

University of Reading’s Freshers’ Fayre to encourage students to 

get involved with the range of entrepreneurship events and 

initiatives available to them. 

Across the two days the stall was manned by several HCfE 

members, who all volunteered their time to talk to students and 

hand out flyers. Dr Matteo Borghi, Dr Anlan Chen, Dr Marrisa 

Joseph, Professor Andrew Godley, Dr Lebene Soga and Jurek 

Sikorski, along with support staff Alex Baker and Anna Ralls, 

spoke to hundreds of students and in total 187 signed up to 

HCfE’s mailing list to be kept informed about upcoming events 

and news releases. 

Alex Baker and Anna Ralls at the HCfE Freshers’ Fayre 2021 Stall 

 

HCfE’s stall was also accompanied by the Entrepreneurship 

Society, led by Entrepreneurship Society President Shlok 

Maheshwari, Business Development Officer Elena Girotto and 

Website Manager and Marketing Officer Waqas Swalheen. To 

add to the success of the HCfE stall they managed to recruit more 

than 40 new members of their own. 

“There is so much interest from Freshers’ 

students and other new arrivals in 

entrepreneurship. We look forward to seeing 

many students make progress in learning 

about how to start their own business.” 

Professor Andrew Godley, Academic Director of HCfE 

Hotpack Student Team 
Wins Ukrainian IDEAFEST 
2021 

Hotpack, a plant-based instant dry soup 

mix business formed by students from 

the Kyiv National Economic University 

of Ukraine, was chosen as the winner of 

the Ukrainian IDEAFEST Student 

Business Idea Competition 2021 and 

received £1,000 in prize money. 

IDEAFEST was established in Ukraine in 2019 as part of the 

Creative Spark project and is sponsored by the British Council. It 

is hosted annually by the Kyiv National Economic University. 

The judging panel consisted of three HCfE members: Professor 

Maksim Belitski, Professor in Entrepreneurship and Innovation, 

Dr Nobert Morawetz, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship, 

and Jurek Sikorski, Executive Director of HCfE. The panel also 

included Dr Nataliia Cherkas from Kyiv National Economic 

University, Antonina Kutova, Managing Partner of Pro Capital 

https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/More-nominations-than-ever-before-who-are-the-2021-Excellence-Awards-winners/
https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/More-nominations-than-ever-before-who-are-the-2021-Excellence-Awards-winners/
https://www.rusu.co.uk/news/article/rusu/More-nominations-than-ever-before-who-are-the-2021-Excellence-Awards-winners/
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Investment, and Lisa Spencer, a Fellow at Waterford Institute of 

Technology. 

The judges were impressed by Hotpack’s nutritional value, with 

80% of minerals and vitamins in the vegetables preserved. They 

also had praise for the ingredients being locally sourced from 

Ukrainian farms, with all the soup mixes 100% free from 

additives. 

Second place and £500 prize money was awarded to Crafterz, a 

business that sells clothes for the wearer customise through paint 

and stencils. The video of their idea can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9I83ALvyUi4  

JourJoy, an app which allows the user to choose a route for a 

journey in multiple Ukrainian cities and have an educational or 

entertaining ‘quest’ provided to them, received £250 and third 

place. Their video can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NUWwhVkYxI  

The other finalists were TablePC, which developed and 

manufactured a unique computer that was embedded in the 

user's desk, The New Reality, an app for virtual reality glasses that 

allow a wearer to read books and combine them with audio, and 

Prodsee, an app for diet-conscious users to view the contents of 

any food products in nearby grocery shops. In recognition of their 

hard work, all finalist teams were invited to dial in for the Henley 

Summer Start-Up Boot Camp 2021, where they got the chance to 

put their entrepreneurial skills to practice. 

HCfE Supports Henley 
Business School Doctoral 
Research Conference 
On 22 September 2021 Henley Business School hosted its annual 

Doctoral Research Conference with Jurek Sikorski, HCfE’s 

Executive Director, invited to chair a panel on the importance of 

the research and innovation. 

The conference, organised by Henley Business School’s doctoral 

students, was for PhD and DBA students to showcase their 

research and its potential for practical application. The overall 

theme for the conference was ‘Innovation Across Boundaries – 

Applying Research to Business’, emphasising Henley Business 

School’s commitment to match its research capabilities and 

findings to the needs of the business community, sparking 

collaborative innovation across the Thames Valley. 

The conference was opened by Professor John Board, Dean of 

Henley Business School, before Jurek introduced the panel. The 

five panellists were Professor Nada Kakabadse (Professor of 

Policy, Governance and Ethics at Henley Business School), 

Professor Peter Scott (Professor of International Business History 

at Henley Business School), Dr Peder Greve (Associate Professor 

in International Business at Henley Business School), Christoph 

Raudonat (Managing Director of Henley Business School 

Germany) and Patrick Wiedijk (Head of IT Programmes and IT 

Business Partner at Thames Water). 

Once all the doctoral students had presented, Jurek moderated 

the panel discussion on how research can help businesses 

achieve their goals. Jurek highlighted that these goals can be 

wide ranging, including increasing customer engagement, 

improving operational efficiencies, enhancing new product 

development, engaging and motivating employees and building a 

culture of diversity, equality and inclusion. 

Award Presentation at the Doctoral Research Conference 2021 

 

The conference concluded by announcing the winners of the best 

paper presentation and best poster presentation, who were 

awarded £1,000 and £500 respectively. DBA student Aisling 

Stalley won the paper presentation category and International 

Business and Strategy PhD student Sabreena Zaman won the 

poster presentation category. Aisling’s research is on executive 

exits in the years following an acquisition, exploring how 

companies can reduce turnover and improve acquisition success 

rates, whilst Sabreena is researching the innovation of global 

value chain suppliers who are formally registered firms in 

developing countries and how this is affected by the competition 

from informal firms. 

HCfE Joins Knowledge 
Transfer Centre’s ASPECT 
Programme 
Dr Norbert Morawetz, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship, 

has joined the University of Reading’s Knowledge Transfer 

Centre as a representative of HCfE to collaborate with other 

universities on the UK Research and Innovation’s A Social 

Sciences Platform for Entrepreneurship, Commercialisation and 

Transformation (ASPECT) Programme. 

ASPECT is a network for top universities looking to make the most 

of commercial and business opportunities from social sciences 

research. With growing ambitions to increase research 

commercialisation, the University of Reading joined alongside 24 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9I83ALvyUi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NUWwhVkYxI
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other institutions such as the University of Oxford, the University 

of Manchester and the University of Bristol. 

The University of Reading is committing to raise the profile and 

significance of commercialising social sciences research. As part 

of ASPECT, the University of Reading will build engagement 

between academics, business and industry, along with sharing 

and exchanging knowledge and good practice with partner 

institutions.  

To make the most of the opportunity, the Knowledge Transfer 

Centre invited Norbert to lead on the Entrepreneurship 

Community of Practice. Norbert will be partnering with other 

institutions on collaborative projects, workshops and 

programmes, raising the profile of the University of Reading and 

HCfE as a centre of excellence across the most active research 

institutions in the UK. 

“At HCfE we understand what it takes for 

students and staff to bridge the university-

industry divide. As a new member of ASPECT, 

we are keen to share our expertise and play a 

leading role in developing new programmes 

that fly the flag for academic entrepreneurship 

for social scientists.” 

Dr Norbert Morawetz, Associate Professor in Entrepreneurship 

HCfE Contributes to 
Henley Coaching Business 
Boot Camp Event 
Working with Henley Centre for Coaching and the Rebel 

Business School, HCfE helped to deliver the first Henley 

Coaching Business Boot Camp event to an audience of over 250 

coaches and entrepreneurs. 

Organised by Professor Jonathan Passmore, Director of the 

Henley Centre for Coaching, the Boot Camp was held online from 

5-9 July 2021. Registration was open to current students, alumni, 

Henley Centre for Coaching members and external guests and 

had a global reach, with students from Henley Business School’s 

international campuses in Germany, Finland, Denmark and South 

Africa all connecting.  

The Boot Camp covered a wide range of content to support 

participants looking to start or build their own coaching practice, 

including sales and marketing, the customer journey and the tax 

and legal side of running a business. Jurek Sikorski, HCfE’s 

Executive Director, contributed to a speakers panel offering 

guidance on scaling up and throughout the week many other 

experts such as Lane4 Managing Director Adrian Moorhouse and 

Coachhub Managing Director Matti Niebelschütz also joined the 

call to share their knowledge.  

“This Boot Camp has been one the best 

investments of my time I have made recently. 

Credit to Henley Business School for being an 

academic institution but not being afraid of 

offering something immensely practical.” 

Bo Bjerregaard Rasmussen, Professional Certificate in Executive 

Coaching student at Henley Business School Denmark 

Following the end of the event Professor Passmore has already 

started on plans to make the Henley Coaching Business Boot 

Camp an annual feature. He is also seeking to integrate the Boot 

Camp into Henley Business School’s coaching programmes as a 

key event for students put their learning into practice. 

Henley Business Angels 
Members Invest in Sentz 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) is 

pleased to announce that its members 

have recently invested in another 

company, taking the total number of 

investments up to 26 over the last five years. 

Sentz, a producer of British hard seltzers, has received 

investment from multiple HBA members and guest investors. 

 

“SENTZ already has partnerships with several 

key restaurants, hotel chains and 

supermarkets. Using the investment, SENTZ 

plans to expand across international markets 

in Europe and further afield, as well as 

strengthening the supply chain.” 

Xavier Warburton, founder and CEO of Sentz 

Henley Business Angels is sponsored by Barclays. 

 

Henley Business Angels 
Join In-Person Company 
Presentations Event 
On 9 September 2021 more than 30 members and guests of 

Henley Business Angels (HBA) gathered together in-person for 
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the first time in over a year to be part of the latest Company 

Presentations event. 

The event, held at Henley Business School’s Greenlands campus, 

was the 20th company presentations event since HBA’s 

formation in 2016. It was simultaneously livestreamed to allow 

members unable to physically attend to hear the pitching 

companies. Five ambitious businesses, covering sectors from 

medtech to real estate, pitched for investment. 

After the presentations concluded the companies had a chance to 

network with the HBA members in an exhibition hall, where they 

were each allocated a stall and answered questions. The day 

wrapped up with an exclusive dinner for HBA members, served 

by the Greenlands campus’ fine dining and catering team.   

HBA members and presenting companies networking at the exhibition 

 

To find out more about Henley Business Angels' events, visit the 

website: https://henleybusinessangels.com/news-and-events/  

HBA Inviting 

Applications to Join its 

Network 

 

Are you a business leader, successful entrepreneur or self-

certified investor? If so, we would be interested to talk with 

you about joining Henley Business Angels. 

Members enjoy significant benefits, including access to 

investment in carefully selected early stage companies with 

high growth potential, engagement with the University in 

collaboration and networking with other HBA members 

working together in areas of mutual interest. 

This is what one HBA member and senior executive at an IT 

company had to say about why he joined and how he has 

benefitted: 

“Joining Henley Business Angels has given me a unique 

opportunity to meet some of the brightest entrepreneurs in the 

Thames Valley and hear the exciting and innovative ideas for 

which they are seeking funding. I have had the privilege of 
discussing these in detail and have been able to provide my 

own perspective and support to help them get to the next level 

of growth and funding. Over the past year of involvement, I 

have personally invested in three separate and very different 

start-up enterprises, each with a novel proposition and 

disruptive approach to their markets. I look forward to 

continuing my involvement with the group and helping further 

young enterprises realise their full potential.” 

For a private conversation about HBA and becoming a 

member, contact Jurek Sikorski, founder and Director of HBA, 

at jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk 

Professor Maks Belitski 
Leads Creative Spark 
Online Symposium 
Professor Maks Belitski, Professor of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation, worked together with Kyiv National Economic 

University’s Professor Larysa Antoniuk, Dr Nataliia Cherkas and 

Olena Tsyrkun to deliver the Creative Spark Online Symposium 

for Entrepreneurship Educators. 

The symposium, which took place between 23-25 June 2021, was 

held as part of the British Council’s Creative Spark project. The 

aim of the symposium was to share the leading practices in 

teaching entrepreneurship and support participants in building 

their entrepreneurial mindset. 

Professor Maks Belitski’s presentation at the symposium 

 

Maks delivered several lectures speaking about the mindset for 

entrepreneurship education, effectuation and causation, how to 

make a perfect pitch, design thinking for idea generation and 

business models. Additional speakers from the UK’s Durham 

https://henleybusinessangels.com/news-and-events/
mailto:jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk
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University Business School, the University of Granada in Spain, 

the University of Pisa in Italy, the University of Lublin in Poland 

and the University of Toulouse in France added a European 

perspective of designing entrepreneurship modules. 

The symposium went onto feature Dr Cherkas, who moderated a 

panel on evidence-based needs and expectations from 

entrepreneurship education at Ukrainian universities, and 

Professor Candida Brush, Professor of Entrepreneurship and Vice 

Provost of Global Entrepreneurial Leadership at Babson College, 

USA. Professor Brush presented her book ‘Teaching 

Entrepreneurship: a Practice-Based Approach’, and Dr Lebene 

Soga, Lecturer in Entrepreneurship and Leadership, then 

delivered an insightful lecture, titled ‘Teaching Practice for 

Entrepreneurship and Student Enterprise’. 

A total of 25 Ukrainian educators successfully completed the 

symposium’s programme, from Kyiv National Economic 

University, Odessa National Economic University, the National 

Technical University’s Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute, Poltava 

University of Economics and Trade, Kyiv National University of 

Trade and Economics, Zaporizhzhya Institute of Economics and 

Information Technologies and Karazin Kharkiv National 

University. Their feedback was exceptionally positive and by the 

end of the symposium they had developed business ideas by 

collaborating together and debating how student experience in 

entrepreneurship can be enhanced. 

Professor Maks Belitski 
Delivers Creative Spark 
Conference 
Professor Maks Belitski, Professor of Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation, worked together with academics across Europe to 

successfully lead a Creative Spark conference, titled 

Entrepreneurship for a Greater Good, to an audience of 

academics. 

The conference, held between 23-25 June 2021, is part of the 

British Council’s Creative Spark project, which HCfE are key 

partners in. It aimed to highlight the importance of people and 

firms sharing experiences, knowledge and content, for both profit 

and the greater good. 

In delivering the conference Maks worked alongside Professor 

Petra Moog (Chair for Entrepreneurship and Family Business at 

the University of Siegen, Germany), Professor Jonathan Peillex 

(Professor of Finance at ICD Business School, France), Professor 

Nada Khachlouf (Professor of Entrepreneurship and Strategy at 

ICD Business School, France) and Piotr Krawczyk (Senior Lecturer 

at JAMK School of Business, Finland). David Audretsch 

(Distinguished Professor at Indiana University, USA) also 

featuered as a guest speaker.  

Jurek Sikorski Invited to 
Deliver Speech for 
Namibia Business School 
Namibia Business School has invited Jurek Sikorski, Executive 

Director of HCfE, to deliver the keynote speech at the Leading 

Sales and Resource Mobilisation Post COVID Conference. 

The conference will be held virtually and takes place from 17-19 

November 2021. The aim of the conference is to provide an 

opportunity for entrepreneurs from both ‘for profit’ and ‘not for 

profit’ sectors in Europe, the Middle-East and Africa to learn from 

the best in the business and share strategies for meeting the 

challenges faced by businesses disrupted by COVID-19. 

Further details about the conference and registration to join can 

be obtained from Jurek Sikorski at jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk  

Niloofar Borghei Razavi 
Shares Her Story of HCfE’s 
Start-Up Visa Support 
Niloofar Borghei Razavi, a Henley Business School alumnus, has 

shared how HCfE supported her on her journey to forming 

Nibon, a yoga therapy business. 

Niloofar had completed her PhD in Management – Marketing and 

Reputation and went onto become a Research Support Assistant 

at Henley Business School, but she was still driven to start her 

own business. During her time as a student she used HCfE’s 

Business Idea and Start-Up Clinic to fine tune her business idea 

and upon graduating she decided to work towards setting up 

Nibon, a company that uses yoga therapy techniques to improve 

the lives of patients with chronic conditions.  

Niloofar Borghi Razavi, founder of Nibon 

 

After attending the Business Idea and Start-Up Clinic, Niloofar 

submitted an application for start-up visa endorsement through 

mailto:jurek.sikorski@henley.ac.uk
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HCfE. She was granted an interview and impressed the interview 

panel with her in-depth research and dedication. HCfE endorsed 

Niloofar’s start-up visa application to allow her to set up Nibon in 

the UK and she has shown great ambition, looking to double her 

client base by 2023 and form collaborations with the NHS and the 

British Pain Society. 

HCfE Featured on the 
University of Reading’s 
Official Student App 
HCfE has been featured on the University of Reading’s newly 

launched student app, reaching out to thousands of students. 

The app was launched in the summer of 2021 and brings together 

essential information that helps students stay organised, 

informed and connected during their studies. It includes a 

timetable for all registered modules, a newsfeed from 

Me@Reading and a wide range of support information.  

HCfE displayed on the University of Reading app 

 

To find out more about the app and download it, visit the app 

page on the University of Reading’s website here: 

https://www.reading.ac.uk/essentials/student-

app/introducing-the-student-app  

Announcements 
HCfE is pleased to notify readers about the following new roles, 

notable publications and other news for its faculty: 

 Dr Anlan Chen   Dr Yemisi Bolade-Ogunfodun  Professor Andrew Godley  

   

     Dr Marrisa Joseph        Dr Matteo Borghi           Professor Maks Belitski 

       

HCfE welcomes two new members of faculty. Dr Anlan Chen has 

been newly appointed as a Lecturer in Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation and Dr Yemisi Bolade-Ogunfodun, a Lecturer in 

Organisational Behaviour, has joined HCfE’s ranks too. 

Three members of faculty have also seen their roles change 

within HCfE. Professor Andrew Godley, HCfE’s Academic Director, 

has been promoted to the position of Pro-Dean of Resources and 

Partnerships, Dr Marrisa Joseph has stepped up to become an 

Associate Professor of Organisation Studies and Business History 

and Dr Matteo Borghi has taken on the new role of Lecturer in 

Entrepreneurship. 

In addition, Professor Maks Belitski has launched the new Impact 

and Commercialisation Group within the Henley Business School 

department of Leadership, Organisations and Behaviour to 

facilitate teaching, research impact, commercialisation and 

external stakeholder outreach for the purpose of engaging them 

in teaching and research.  

Submit a story 

The editors welcome articles and news items of interest from 

faculty, students and staff on any topic related to Henley 

Centre for Entrepreneurship for publication in this newsletter.  

News items should be emailed to:  

a.j.baker@henley.ac.uk  

https://www.reading.ac.uk/essentials/student-app/introducing-the-student-app
https://www.reading.ac.uk/essentials/student-app/introducing-the-student-app
mailto:a.j.baker@henley.ac.uk
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For further information, visit: 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe 

https://www.henley.ac.uk/hcfe

