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Ellie, how did you come to choose this programme, and why did 
you choose to study at Henley?
‘I’d enjoyed studying business at school, so I wanted a general business and management 
programme. I also knew that I wanted a course that included a placement, so that limited 
my options. But it was my dad who convinced me to choose Henley; he’s in business and 
told me that Henley’s reputation carries a lot of weight in the business world.’

Tell us about your experience of the programme, and your highlights?
‘As I expected, the Business School was full of very respected, well established lecturers, 
and the programme stands you in really good stead for any stream of business.’

‘There’s a lot of emphasis on self-study, but the real highlights were the people I met – 
both my fellow students and the tutors – and the placement year. For me, that was the 
best year; I just learned so much from that experience.’

‘The social life is fantastic, too, and you have an opportunity to get involved in so many 
societies and activities. I joined the netball team, got into the Agrics group – my family is 
from an agricultural background – and I was part of a student radio station, where I even 
got to interview bands like Bastille.’

Explain how your placement came about, and what it added to 
the programme?
‘I’d left it a bit late to organise my placement, but Henley really pulled out all the stops to 
get me a placement at a company called ProspectSoft. I can’t praise them enough.’

‘I spent 13 months there in total, and almost from the beginning, I discovered things I did 
and didn’t want to do. For example, I thought I wanted to specialise in marketing, but my 
time at ProspectSoft showed me that my abilities and ambitions were really much more 
geared to project management, and that’s the path I’ve been following ever since.’

‘The placement year gave me so many insights into business and management, and it was 
invaluable in my final study year to be able to reflect on what I’d learned during my time 
there. It gave me a structure and a network of contacts that really helped me in my final 
year, and it was no surprise that most of the students who did placements as part of their 
degree got firsts.’

‘As a result, I’ve now got a great role at Atos, assigned to the Metropolitan Police, working 
on some really cool projects.’

So what advice would you give to students thinking about studying 
this programme at Henley?
‘Do a placement. 100%. And get on it early. Reading/Henley is really friendly, everyone is 
so accessible and it’s a brilliant location with lots of job opportunities. The programme 
just opens so many doors.’
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